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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Greg Siepen 

 
A lot has been happening behind the scenes for RBCN and its 
members during the last few months. First, a Community Workshop 
was hosted, by Rainforest Rescue in Mullumbimby (NSW) in March 
2011. Fifty three people attended the Workshop and 60 birdwing 
butterfly vines (Pararistolochia praevenosa) were planted by 
participants following the meeting held at the Byron Council’s 
Community Garden site, and located on the edge of Mullumbimby 
township.  Don Sands, Hugh Krenske, Andrew Wilson, Phil Moran and 
Greg Siepen gave presentations on behalf of the Network.  A sign is to 
be developed and located adjacent to the community garden where 
the vines are planted.  Another workshop on the NSW north coast may 
be organised by RBCN in the next financial year as several people 
from the nearby region were placed on a waiting list.  
 

Projects continue to be undertaken with support from RBCN grants.  
The Community Benefit Project that is providing funds for trellises for 
supporting vines at schools is nearing completion.  Four trellises have 
been erected and planted with 25 vines each (at Peachester, Beerwah 
and Moggill State Schools, and at Kenmore State High School). 
Further funds have been used to buy some watering equipment to 
maintain the vines in school holidays and some is to be used for 
student Factsheets.  We hope that this Project will be completed by 
mid 2011.  Talking of trellises, I am most impressed by the growth of 
vines on the demonstration trellis erected in 2009 at Gap Creek, 
Kenmore Hills.  Damien Egan and Don Sands are tending the vines 
and applying fertilisers to keep the growth vigorous. The Gap Creek 
Project, Restoring Habitat for the Richmond Birdwing Butterfly, was 
part of a collaborative project between RBRN and the Moggill Creek 
Catchment Group, and was funded by a Grant from Caring for Our 
Country Grant with further in-puts by RBCN.  Many visitors are being 
taken to view this type of trellis, originally designed for RBRN by Ray 
Seddon, and this one erected by Damien Egan.   
 

Approximately 15 sites have been identified in the Western Suburbs, 
as part of The Feasibility Study for Brisbane Council, for planting 
birdwing butterfly vines.  A matrix of site suitability is being developed 
to prioritise area in the Western Suburbs and other sites in the east, 
north and southern regions are currently be examined between now 
and June. Completion of the Project has been delayed by flooding, but  
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we hope to get an extension of time to complete the study by 
December 2011. Don Sands and Paul Grimshaw have been working 
diligently to validate wild vine records as part of the Caring for Country 
Grant.  A spreadsheet is being developed to incorporate the 
environmental data which can then be used to model other 
conservation projects involving herbivorous invertebrates that have 
specific food plant and other habitat requirements. The “Flagship” site 
at Kenmore SHS is gradually being cleared of weeds as part of the 
Conservation Volunteers Australia (CVA) – RBCN joint project.  For 
the time being the proposed activities at Mill Road Conservation Park 
at Pullenvale will not go ahead due to management and logistic 
problems at the park.  Several other sites have been identified for 
CVA volunteers to work on.  Each of the ‘Flagship’ sites will be 
planted with 30-50 vines, to provide corridors where breeding by 
birdwings can be encouraged with a series of “stepping stones” of 
planted vines.  
 

RBCN Administration. A review of the Network Committee positions, 
requiring nominations at the next AGM, has also been done by 
WPSQ, the RBCN Sub-fund and Network Committees. This resulted 
in suggestions for new key Committee positions for 2011-2012. In 
April I stood down as Chairman due to personal issues and work 
commitments. In the interim, Hugh Krenske has kindly acted in the 
position until elections for new Office Bearers are held at the AGM. 
Don Sands also stood down in April, as Acting Secretary of RBCN, to 
allow him to concentrate on several on-going projects; editing and 
compiling the RBCN Newsletter. I have asked him to arrange for 
future speakers for General Meetings and to continue providing 
scientific advice. The Network Committee has gratefully accepted an 
offer from WPSQ for assistance with some administrative matters until 
a new Secretary is found.  They will not be able to handle all matters, 
so if you would like to help with these Secretarial duties, please 
volunteer now on the website: you will need about ½ day per week !  
 

VICE-CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Hugh Krenske 

We are nearing the end of the first year of our newly-formed RBCN, 
after dissolution of RBRN, and with RBCN now under the ‘umbrella’ of 
Wildlife Queensland (WPSQ). Thanks are due to all members and 
others for the work done during the past year and earlier years, as we 
reap the rewards of good seasons. The substantial planting program  
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for food plant vines throughout the range has resulted in butterflies 
now being commonly seen. Throughout the exceptionally wet warmer 
months, we have been informed of numerous sightings of Richmond 
birdwing butterflies throughout the current range of the butterfly, from 
Kin Kin, Qld to the Richmond River, NSW, north and south of 
Brisbane but none in Brisbane this year. Please keep the sightings 
rolling in for our records.  A simple email to me with the date, location 
(address) and whether it was a female, pupa, larva or egg - and your 
name will be welcome.   
 
The Network Committee – 2010-2011. The current Committee has 
been working diligently in their areas of expertise and behind the 
scenes with management issues.  We have all heard by now the 
success of the DERM Captive Rearing Project, following the release 
of caterpillars into areas that have been considered to be under 
constant and considerable threat.  Congratulations are due to Dr Ian 
Gynther, Rosie Booth and Jackie Seal from DERM and Dr Don Sands 
for their efforts over the last three years for progress with this in-
breeding depression program.  For a copy of the press release on this 
program go to our website http://www.richmondbirdwing.org.au, then 
travel to the menu item “Other Information”, track down to “External 
Publications” and look for the item “Butterfly Program breeds 
success”.   
 
Don Sands and Greg Siepen have been working on the Caring for 
Country Project and in establishing Flagship Corridors.  Don, with the 
botanical skills of Paul Grimshaw, have been re-visiting wild vine sites 
throughout the region to verify vine identities and their localities, and 
they are adding to the body of ecological knowledge about the vine 
and its natural habitats.  Don’s production of the Newsletter and 
organisation of speakers has been appreciated by all. Pam Seddon 
has been working diligently, providing articles for the Newsletter, and 
collating and recording the data sent in by members to add to the 
pictures with butterfly sightings and vine records.  
 

Ray Seddon and Joan Heavey have continued to promote the 
butterfly and encourage planting of birdwing butterfly vines on the 
Sunshine Coast, with Ray venturing further afield to areas south of 
Brisbane. Chris Hosking has been a valued assistant to Don with the 
Newsletter, and to me with advice as information officer fielding 
requests for interviews and information.  
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Thanks also to Sue Scott, who stepped down from the Committee as 
an early stage and to Susan Riley who continues to covering the west-
ern section of the butterfly’s original range, but who has been taking a 
lesser role due to unfortunate family circumstances.  Our best wishes 
go to both of these members. The Network has run two workshops 
during the past year; both very successful and rewarding.  The work-
shops were held in Maryborough on 6th November, 2010 and our first 
in New South Wales at Mullumbimby on 13th March 2011 were very 
well attended and supported by both the local community and by 
members of the network.  Our thanks to - Eva Ford and her support 
from MRCCC at Maryborough, Krista Bernard and her support team-
from Rainforest Rescue at Mullumbimby, and to Don Sands, Phil 
Moran, Greg Siepen, Andrew Wilson, Ray and Pam Seddon, Kathy 
Vail for contributions that made the workshops valued successes.   
 

Several independent birdwing field days have been run in the corri-
dors by community groups and it is heartening to see local groups 
take the initiative in their local areas.  While some of these have oc-
curred outside of RBCN, I would like to encourage these groups to 
maintain contact with, and renew their contacts with the Network, so 
that we can get better coverage of the conservation and educational 
events. We are always keen to offer to these groups accurate and sci-
entifically-based information, supporting local efforts.  
 

The Network Committee - 2011-2012. All positions for RBCN Office 
Bearers become vacant and appointments will be called at the Annual 
General Meeting. I know there are many enthusiastic members out in 
the wider ‘Birdwing community’ who can fill some of these roles very 
comfortably but for various reasons have declined to take part in the 
past.   
 

The positions are not difficult jobs, especially since Wildlife Queen-
sland (WPSQ), our parent body, has come to our assistance by taking 
on several of the time-consuming activities, previously organised by 
the Secretary.  As a guide I would see that, because of geographic 
distribution of membership, potential Network Committee members 
would - 

• Need to have: a couple of hours a week to attend to RBCN 
issues.  This would depend on each role of a Committee 
Member; 

• Have access to email at least twice weekly;     
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• Have reasonable phone access; 
• Have a willingness to travel to Committee Meetings which 

held in various geographic locations to make it easier for all 
to attend. 

• Attend four meetings a year including the Annual General 
Meeting.  There may have to be extra meetings if situations 
arise requiring it. 

• Involve telephone communications with Committee members 
at meetings to assist those who are unable to attend. 

• Be compensated for travel, RBCN correspondence expendi-
ture and phone calls. 

• Need not be Brisbane based. 
• Would only be elected to the Committee for the current year. 
• Maintain access to records of RBCN income and expendi-

ture, to advise members on availability of funds.  
• The minutes Secretary to be shared and rotated on an an-

nual basis. 
 

 Recommended roles of Wildlife Queensland (WPSQ) 
 

• Maintain a RBCN Sub-fund Committee and help with the fol-

lowing: 

• All mail would be directed to the WPSQ mailing address. 

• Attend to subscriptions details – banking, maintaining a sub-

scription register etc. mailing out information packs for appli-

cations and enquiries. 

• Other mail, and tasks undertaken by a Secretary, would be 

regularly sorted and organised by an “Information Officer”. 

• Collating, stapling and mailing out of the newsletters.  Prepa-

ration and printing of Newsletters would be the responsibility 

of the RBCN Editor. 

• Receive website backups. 

• Provide future hosting for a RBCN website. 

• Archive and file all hard copies of correspondence, including 

emails. 
 

I will recommend the positions listed as follows be adopted as Office 

Bearers for 2011-2012, to be appointed at the next AGM:         

                                                                                                              6 
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RECOMMENDED  OFFICE BEARERS FOR RBCN 

 

Appointment to the Network Committee, 2011-2012.  The Network 
has become quite mature with the number of communication vehicles 
now set in place.  Membership activities of the Network Committee 
are not intensive tasks, unless you want them to be so, but it is 
essential that a vibrant committee be elected to continue the good 
work of the Network.  It is no longer desirable that you be Brisbane 
based. While some of the positions such as the Information Officer 
have a more consistent work load, there is a wealth of expertise to 
draw on from WPSQ and our Committee members.  I encourage you 
to consider positively, your potential role as a Committee Member, 
and accept nomination where you can have a positive influence on 
developing the conservation processes, for the Richmond birdwing, 
Ornithoptera richmondia and its host vines, Pararistolchia praevenosa 
and P. laheyana.  
 

THE ‘TAGALA VINE’ (ARISTOLOCHIA ACUMINATA): IS IT TOXIC 
TO PUPAE OF THE RICHMOND BIRDWING IN SE QUEENSLAND? 

Ray Seddon 
 
During the past 14 years I have been involved with propagating and 
distributing the birdwing butterfly vine (Pararistolochia praevenosa) to 
growers in South-eastern Queensland. On many occasions my 
attention has been drawn to the effects on Richmond birdwings, of  
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growing the northern tropical vine, Aristolochia acuminata (formally 
known as A. tagala) to encourage the birdwings to breed on them.   
This northern vine occurs naturally in coastal areas from near Sarina 
just south of Mackay, to Cape York Peninsula, where it is one of the 
major food plants for the Cairns birdwing (Ornithoptera euphorion), 
and further north on Cape York Peninsula, the Cape York Birdwing 
(O. priamus).   

I have heard comments from various people that we should cultivate 
this vine in our south-eastern region instead of P. praevenosa, 
because A. acuminata (the so-called “tagala” vine) has the ability to 
grow much faster than P. praevenosa during warm and moist months, 
producing more leaves and with softer texture. It has been thought by 
some that this could speed up the recovery process of the Richmond 
Birdwing Butterfly.  From my observations, adult female Richmond 
birdwings have always preferred to lay their eggs on P. praevenosa 
vines, rather than the northern vine, A. acuminata when growing 
nearby. My observations this year have verified that the larvae of the 
sub-tropical) Richmond birdwing butterfly, O. richmondia, will 
successfully consume the leaves of this vine, A. acuminata, but when 
offered the imported vine from northern Queensland, there is high 
mortality that follows - when larvae pupate on its leaves. By contrast, 
no mortality of their pupae has been seen when pupation occurs on 
the natural food plant, P. praevenosa. No experiments that I know of 
have been carried out to determine the survival of pupae when they 
pupate off the vines on other plants after larvae have been feeding on 
A. acuminata.  

 
High mortality of pupae on the northern “tagala” vine (A. acuminata) is 
detrimental to our progress with recovery and conservation of the 
Richmond birdwing butterfly, in northern New South Wales and South-
eastern Queensland.  I therefore consider it is appropriate that 
intending growers, commercial and community nurseries, be made 
aware of this problem. They should not propagate A. acuminata as a 
food plant for the Richmond birdwing but focus on providing this vine 
as a food plant for the Cairns birdwing further north.  Editor, can you 
please explain to readers the ecological differences, the evolution of 
the two species and what may cause the pupae to die when they 
attach to leaves of A. acuminata?  Note that my vine of A. acuminata 
which I purchased in Cairns some six years ago, has been grown for 
experiments and observation purposes only, and it will be removed at  
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the end of this growing season in 2011.  
  
Ed.: When an animal and plant do not co-evolve historically in the 
same area, or their distributions did not naturally overlap (= allopatric 
distribution), developmental incompatibility may occur when they are 
placed unnaturally in contact with one another. In the case of the 
Richmond birdwing butterfly (O. richmondia) and Cairns birdwing (O. 
euphorion), the two species of butterflies have adapted to live with 
different species of food plants, with distributions of the two butterflies 
and their own food plants probably separated by about 500 k for more 
than 40,000 years.  In this time, each butterfly has become special-
ised in food requirements and adapted to the local plants they share 
in the same geographical range (= sympatric distribution).   
 

The southern species O. richmondia may be “mis-matched” when ex-
posed to the northern vine, A. acuminata: it will lay eggs on the 
“foreign” vine but studies have shown that survival of the eggs may 
be reduced (see p. 44 in Sands and Scott, 2002: Conservation of 
Birdwing Butterflies). It is not surprising that a “mis-match” of vine & 
butterfly eggs extends to affect the survival of pupae, when com-
pounds toxic to O. richmondia, diffuse from the leaf into the eggs and 
often kill them. When larvae of the Richmond birdwing are attached to 
leaves of A. acuminata, toxic compounds may similarly diffuse into 
terminal segments of pupae, where they are held in place by the 
silken “cremaster” and where pupa and leaf make contact. Curiously, 
young larvae placed after hatching on the “tagala” vine, usually ap-
pear to develop healthily; they can pupate and produce normal-
looking adults.   
 

Apparent toxicity of A. acuminate, to the pupae of the Richmond bird-
wing, has been reported before (Ron Parsons via Sue Scott, pers. 
comm.).  Whether adults that emerge from the pupae are really 
healthy remains to be seen - and needs more experimentation. In 
similar examples fecundity can be reduced and other abnormal devel-
opmental problems can occur, when food plants and insects are “mis-
matched”.  A good observation Ray - and a very good reason why A. 
acuminata should not be grown to attract the Richmond birdwing but-
terfly in S-E Queensland, or N. NSW. Let’s continue planting the na-
tive hosts, P. praevenosa and P. laheyana, and do not plant A. acu-
minata in SE Queensland. Use only indigenous species of plants to 
recover our threatened butterfly species!  
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KILLING THE KILLER VINE - THE DREADED DUTCHMAN’S PIPE 
VINE...! 

Phillip Moran & Andrew Wilson 
 

The magnificent Richmond birdwing butterfly (Ornithoptera 
richmondia) lays its eggs on its native vine, Pararistolochia 
praevenosa, but sometimes the butterfly is tricked into laying its eggs 
on Aristolochia elegans (Dutchman’s pipe). When the larvae hatch 
from eggs and try to feed on this introduced vine they die. The South 
American Dutchman’s pipe has a distinctive flower, a distinctive fruit 
and a very distinctive smell from the leaf when crushed...it stinks! 
Unfortunately the Dutchman’s pipe vine can climb high into the 
canopy and it is hard to see the leaves. Keep an eye out for fallen 
seed pods, flowers, and leaves. Dutchman’s pipe is only one of the 
many nefarious exotic vines that are choking our native bushland, but 
as it can actually kill Richmond birdwing larvae. I reckon we need to 
target this rogue and really make an effort to kill it when we see it in 
the bush! 
 
Generally speaking, we can use a very simple method on most of the 
bushland weeds. If you are going out into the bush to kill weeds, take 
your trusty secateurs, maybe a brush saw, and a squirt bottle loaded 
with a 50 / 50 mix of clean water and Glyphosate 360 herbicide. This 
kit will let you kill most weeds that you encounter. It is pretty safe both 
for the user and the environment. The method is simple too: cut the 
vine close to the ground, and immediately apply the herbicide mix 
using your squirt bottle. If you can manage a ‘rough’ cut, rather than a 
clean cut, you have more surface area on the vine for the herbicide to 
be absorbed and translocated into the roots. You can split the stem 
and this also works well also. As you get good at this, you can just get 
the herbicide on the stem and not on the ground...or your hands! You 
can try to treat the upper [cut] part of the vine in the hope that the 
herbicide might affect any of its fruits, but we don’t usually bother.  
 
Don’t even think about pulling the vine out of the canopy. You will 
damage the trees, maybe spread any seed that have formed in the 
canopy, and achieve nothing. The top part will die and you always 
have to come back to re-treat weeds - so just factor that in to your 
work. With small seedlings, you can use Glyphosate 360 at a rate of 
10 mls per litre, with good effect.  So it’s pretty simple really, the good 
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thing with this method is that if you find other weeds in your wander-
ings you have the gear to kill them too. This mix works well on most 
weedy vines, grasses, shrubs and woody weeds just as well as it does 
on the dreaded Dutchman’s Pipe Vine! 
 
BIRDWING WORKSHOPS ON THE SOUTHERN RANGES -  
WITH NOTES FROM THE SCENIC RIM REGION 

Keith MCCosh 
 
Two workshops have been run on the Southern Ranges or Scenic 
Rim, to show community participants how to attract the birdwing but-
terflies and to identify, plant and look after the birdwing butterfly vines 
(Pararistolochia praevenosa or P. laheyana).  
 
With funding from Energex and support from SEQ Catchments, Gecko 
Regen propagated a large number of birdwing Vines for distribution to 
the community on the Gold Coast and in the nearby Hinterland.  
RBCN Member, Graham McDonald, shared his extensive knowledge 
of birdwing vines, their soil requirements and advised where best to 
plant them.  Each Workshop participant received up to 10 advanced 
vines.   
 
Late in 2009, observers at Millett Park (a Council reserve) reported 
sightings of male and female birdwing butterflies.  The area is rainfor-
est with steep slopes and lots of weeds.  I started to attack the mass 
of lantana there with a team of workers and local community volun-
teers. Afterwards, the rescued area looked impressive and I decided 
that there must be a vine there somewhere, so off I went to find it!  No 
doubt there will be more vines planted in that area in the future. 
 
The second workshop, sponsored by South-East Queensland Catch-
ments and supported by Energex, was run on Tamborine Mountain. In 
the clouds, mist and rain in December 2010, Grade 5 students of 
Tamborine Mountain State School were keen to learn more about 
Richmond Birdwing Butterflies.  I gave a short talk at this Workshop 
and each pupil received a vine for planting at home.  Some vines were 
planted around the school and it shouldn’t be too long before the large 
brown females, and beautiful green and black male butterflies come to 
visit the school, as it is close to rainforest where they are breeding.  
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BIRDWINGS ARE BACK ON THE QUEENSLAND - NEW SOUTH 
WALES BORDER RANGES: ARE THEY HERE TO STAY? 

Craig Robbins 
 
I first noticed in our garden a full-grown larva of a Richmond birdwing 
butterfly on our vine, Pararistolochia laheyana at Springbrook near the 
Queensland-NSW Border Ranges, on the 7th April 2011. The larva 
was found on a vine we planted in our garden only about 4 – 5 years 
ago.  As it continued feeding on the leaves and stem of the vine, my 
father watched it daily for maybe up to 2 weeks, or possibly longer, 
taking notes. The planted vine with the larva was propagated from 
seed collected from the natural vine occurring nearby on our property. 
The planted vine was about 7 metres high before the larva started 
feeding on it and after finishing feeding, about 2/3 of the vine had 
been demolished by this single hungry larva!  If previous "over-
wintering" on the mountains by birdwings was last in 1994 - that'd be 
17 years ago - a prime number. I heard from somewhere that cicadas, 
for some reason, "like" prime numbers as well! We will wait patiently 
for the warmer months later this year (November- December), to see if 
the pupa has successfully over-wintered and an adult emerges!  
 
Ed.: What an appetite — and see Craig’s figure – not much left of the 
vine - but Craig reports it has recently and rapidly recovered. P. lahey-
ana is a soft-leafed vine, easy for larvae to eat – not like the old 
leaves of the lowland P. praevenosa.  Other birdwing sightings have 
been reported this year at these higher altitudes, and vines with larvae 
feeding on the mountain birdwing vine.  Last time the birdwings over-
wintered at this altitude was in the early-mid 1990’s – can anyone pre-
dict if and when they will emerge from pupae over-wintering, when the 
weather becomes warmer later this year?   

 
HOW WE CREATED A HABITAT FOR RICHMOND BIRDWING 
BUTTERFLIES - AT PEACHESTER STATE SCHOOL  

Dorothy Robb 
 
The Birdwing Butterfly Vine (Pararistolochia praevenosa) is the only 
lowland vine needed as a food plant for larvae of the Richmond Bird-
wing Butterfly, to breed and survive in our area but because of forest 
clearing, there are only small pockets of land remaining that are suit-
able for this vine and larvae of the Richmond birdwing that feeds on it. 
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Dr Ian Gynther admiring an old growth vine in the Tamborine Na-
tional Park in February 2011.  It was supporting many birdwing lar-
vae and is probably the oldest vine in the region. With more than 

100 ascending stems growing from a common rootstock — it is esti-
mated to be hundreds of years old! 

Ray Seddon’s ‘’tagala vine’ (Aristolochia acuminata) [left] is history!.  
Occurring naturally north of Sarina, Qld to New Guinea (right), it is a 
main food plant for Cairns birdwings (Ornithoptera euphorion). It is 
probably poisonous to eggs and pupae of our Richmond birdwing. 

↑   FLOWER OF 
‘TAGALA’ VINE   

&  
VINE ON FENCE   → 
TO ATTRACT NEW 

GUINEA BIRDWINGS 



Using the website to help identify the  

Richmond Birdwing Butterfly 

    Hugh Krenske 
Once anyone has seen a male Richmond birdwing  
butterfly (Ornithoptera richmondia) gliding and soaring amongst the trees, and 
displaying brilliant green colouring on the upper side of the wings, the butterfly 
will never be forgotten.  When at rest with its wings together the green colour-
ing is more or less hidden.  Instead, the viewer sees the black with blue-green 
and yellow markings, on the underside of the wings.  This is where confusion 
with other butterflies appears to start; some people may confuse the Rich-
mond birdwing butterfly  with the much smaller blue triangle (Graphium sarpe-
don) or pale triangle butterflies (G. eurypylus). 

The female Richmond birdwing may cause the most confusion.  Apart from its 

marginally larger size, the female birdwing can be confused with females of 

the Orchard Swallowtail Papilio aegeus, even though there are significant dif-

ferences between the two.  The “Look-alike butterflies” section on the web site 

provides users with a side by side pictorial comparison of the most commonly 

confused butterflies.  A graphic size comparison is provided while  some 

views of the life cycle stages are displayed. The image above shows the com-

parison of size between male Richmond Birdwings (Ornithoptera richmondia) 

and the blue triangle butterfly.  For more information go to the web site 

www.richmondbirdwing.org.au and click on the drop down menu option “Look 

a-like butterflies”. 
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Peachester State School is fortunate because it is located some 600 
metres up the road from Stanley River Butterfly Park, the first park in 
Queensland to be set aside for the preservation of the Richmond Bird-
wing butterfly. The Park was originally a watering hole for bullock 
teams and later became a reserve administered by Main Roads De-
partment. Luckily, a number of mature Richmond Birdwing Vines sur-
vived among the trees that had not been felled as they provided 
shade for the camp and held the embankment together.  The reserve 
was developed by a local Landcare community, supported by Queen-
sland Department of Primary Industries. In 1997, the Wildlife Preser-
vation Society of Queensland – Caloundra Branch, together with Ba-
rung Landcare and local community applied for, and received a Natu-
ral Heritage Trust grant, to manage and rehabilitate the Park. Local 
birdwing activities were led by Arthur Powter, from Mount Mellum, an 
enthusiast resident and Member of the Wildlife Preservation Society of 
Queensland. He was the first to cultivate vines for widespread planting   
on the Sunhine Coast and he inspired several school teachers and 
students to become involved.   
 

The timeline for birdwing activities at Peachester State School was:  
• 1999: at Stanley River Park, school students assisted at a field    

day by helping plant native trees, trees for nectar, and the birdwing 
butterfly vines. 

• 1999: the first Birdwing Butterfly Vine was planted at the School by 
a year 5 student as part of a class presentation about birdwings. 

• 2000: Arthur Powter then donated 20 vines to our school but the 
year that followed was very dry and our vines struggled. 

• 2001: Our new school grounds Manager was highly committed to 
conservation issues and he acquired 20 more vines from Barung 
Landcare. 

 

We numbered each vine, invited students to adopt their own vine and 
be responsible for watering, then to report backto Mrs Robb, with any 
problems . We hoped our vines would be looked after and not lost to 
weeds, drought or neglect, as staff and students passed through our 
school. We kept a computer record of progress for each vine and by 
the time our year 1 had finished Grade 7, we hoped they would go to 
high school knowing they had a very healthy vine and how to provide 
habitats for an endangered butterfly.  
 

• 2002 Arthur Powter continued providing the school with vines until 
we had planted one hundred vines.    
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We learned much on the way: We discovered that location is very im-
portant for planting and growing vines.  The vines planted in year 
2000 were all planted on the same day. Those planted on slopes in 
moist, but well drained locations immediate flourished, one of them 
reaching to the height of the school building in two years.  Whereas 
we had other vines that had been nurtured which had only 6 leaves 
after all this time. Vines flourished on flat, but well drained soils and 
they needed to be watered and fertilized regularly.  At the school we 
decided to use string to encourage vines up trees, so children did not 
accidently trample on them. Vines planted at the foot of a tree grew 
towards the light and with the right drainage conditions they survived 
well in the open.  We also successfully planted them along fences.  
We have used ‘worm’ fertilizer and a commercial brand fertilizer on 
vines, with best results after August/September rains, to encourage 
growing tips on the vines as butterflies start to become active again. 
 

• 2004 Totally Wild filmed a segment propagating our vines. Sue 
Scott (then Double Helix Science Club Officer, CSIRO) demon-
strated the correct methods. Students propagated 50 vines – 
expecting to be ready for planting mid 2006. 

• 2004. We invited members of the community to learn how to 
propagate vines. 

• 2005. We planted 25 vines donated by Arthur Powter. Again in-
dividual students are caring for individual vines. 

• 2005. We obtained seeds to germinate and pot up seedlings. 
• 2005.We participated in experiments for CSIRO’s Adopt-a-

Caterpillar” Scheme” but it was very difficult exercise to under-
take in the drought conditions. Caterpillars liked only the soft 
growing tips to eat, but because of the drought, it was difficult to 
keep up supplies of fresh leaf tips. Two larvae entered the pupa 
stage. 

• 2005. We planted first vines that we propagated and from seed. 
• 2006-2007. We stopped monitoring vines so closely, awaiting 

break of the drought. 
• 2008. We propagated more vines from seed. As school areas 

occupied by buildings were extended, some of our best vines 
had to be sacrificed. 

• 2009. We planted more vines we had propagated but lost a few 
more vines as new buildings were added to the school. 

• 2010. We propagated vines for students to take home. Approxi-
mately 150 vines are now planted throughout our grounds. 
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Richmond Birdwing Conservation Network Newsletter   No 21,  June 2011  

RICHMOND BIRDWINGS HAVE RETURNED TO SUNSHINE 
BEACH STATE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Joan Heavey 
After my exciting observations of birdwings in Tewantin and for the 
first time in early 2011, amazing progress has now been made to re-
cover the Richmond birdwing butterfly in the Noosa area!  Since the 
Noosa News published an article on the threatened birdwing species 
in February 2011, the response from the public has been nothing 
short of fantastic. Almost 60 vines have been purchased from nurser-
ies for planting on residential properties from Noosa to Cooroy.  Still 
more amazing is the number of calls to report confirmed sightings of 
these beautiful butterflies and the presence of their larvae, from Verri-
erdale, Eumundi, Lake MacDonald, Sunshine Beach and Tewantin.  
The finding of larvae on these vines near Noosa is so important, as it 
is many years since the butterfly has been reported in these areas.  It 
is a positive sign that the work being done by the Richmond Birdwing 
Conservation Network and its dedicated members to promote recov-
ery of both the butterfly and the vine they need for their survival, is 
working and working very well. 
 
On Wednesday 6th April, Ray Seddon, RBCN Corridor Convenor and 
Joan Heavey, RBCN Corridor Co-ordinator for the Noosa-Tewantin 
area, gave a presentation to pupils at Sunshine Beach State Primary 
School.  The enthusiasm of these children was an inspiration.  If these 
children are an indication of our future leaders, then it is all positive.  
With the help of teachers, and two parents, we assisted pupils to plant 
eight of the Birdwing Vines in the bush area of the school grounds. In 
recent years almost 60 vines have been purchased for planting on 
residential properties from Noosa to Cooroy.  
 
While planting the vines, we made an incredible discovery: three 
seedlings of this near threatened vine were found very close to where 
the eight vines were being planted.  Finding new seedlings raised a 
very important question, where did they come from?  We soon had 
our answer, there was a larger vine found growing quite close to these 
new plantings, but discovering a second much larger vine with several 
near ripe fruit, and with Ray’s keen eye finding a larva on the vine, 
was so much more than anyone could have expected from such a 
supposedly routine day!  It is many years since a Richmond birdwing 
butterfly has been seen in the areas from Sunshine Beach to Noosa  
 

 



Richmond Birdwing Conservation Network Newsletter   No 21,  June 2011  

Heads, so this is an extremely important step in the recovery of the 
Richmond birdwing butterfly.  
 
Sincere congratulations and thanks to the staff and pupils of years 1-4 
of the Sunshine Beach State Primary School, for your enthusiasm and 
passion towards bringing back this threatened species of butterfly.   
 
RICHMOND BIRDWINGS ON THE SUNSHINE COAST 

                                                               Ray Seddon              
Through the media, television reports, articles, and environmental 
magazines, our attention is often drawn to the concerns of frustrated 
residents objecting to, or protesting against destruction of old habitat 
trees or remnant rainforest, and native plant communities supporting 
native wildlife. Most importantly, the environment is the very reason 
most residents make the decision to locate their families to the 
Sunshine Coast, especially in the hinterland or rural areas. However, 
little by little the balance of nature is being fragmented and destroyed. 
European settlement over the last two hundred years has slowly but 
surely taken away the crucial parts of ecosystems in our environment.  
 
Developers are compelled to adopt and adhere to regulations set in 
place by local, state and federal politicians. When it comes to the 
actual need to provide sustainable habitats for wildlife, they set aside 
a token, with the amount of habitat quite inappropriate, with the so-
called environmental landscaping being adopted, being mainly driven 
by profits and cost-saving practices. There is no one easy answer to 
solving this problem except to reduce the demand for land and reduce 
the plans for increasing local populations.  
 
That’s the bad news. Because the latitude of the Sunshine Coast is 
situated geographically in such an ideal climatic position, it has per 
capita one of the largest diversities of flora and fauna in Australia. But 
many species are not found anywhere else in the world. Some of 
these species have adapted to the changes forced upon them by the 
encroachment of development but they are now dependant on human 
intervention for their survival. The Richmond birdwing butterfly 
(Ornithoptera richmondia) is one of the many vulnerable species 
responding positively by planting birdwing butterfly vines by 
communities on the Sunshine Coast and across South-East 
Queensland.   
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Science has recognized that survival of this butterfly depends on 
protecting existing habitat and forming corridors to alleviate in-
breeding depression within the remaining colonies. The birdwing 
butterfly vine (Pararistolochia praevenosa) is the only lowland food 
plant that can be propagated and planted in sufficient numbers to 
support the larvae (= caterpillars) and planting it therefore extends and 
enhances the butterfly and its breeding capabilities.  
                                                                                                                                
The good news is that since about 1994, approximately 50,000 food 
plant vines have been planted across the original range for the 
Richmond birdwing butterfly, from Maryborough in the north, to 
Grafton in the south. Approximately 10,000 of these vines have been 
planted in the Sunshine Coast and in the Cooloola region. Workshops, 
education and awareness programs run by the Richmond Birdwing 
Conservation Network in collaboration with councils, landcare 
organisations and the community, have provided the correct 
information and best guidelines available, and recovery of the 
birdwing has gained momentum. Recent reports have been received 
of birdwing recovery across the length and breadth of the Sunshine 
Coast, from Kin-Kin to Beerburrum. Many sightings of adult birdwing 
butterflies, larvae and pupae have been filtering in from near stands of 
vine planted by the community over the past 20 years. On the coast 
from Kin-Kin Creek and Boreen Point to Tewantin, Eumundi, Lake 
Macdonald and Noosa Heads, observations of Birdwings have been 
recorded for the first time in thirty years.   
 
School programs for planting vines, and experiments for growing 
them, were carried out by the CSIRO’s Double Helix Club in the 
1990’s, headed by Sue Scott and often with assistance from Arthur 
Powter. These were carried out in years preceding the establishment 
of the RBRN in 2005 and many of these planted vines are now 
producing flowers and seed capsules and supporting caterpillars.   
One must look back to the 1980’s and 90’s or even farther to get an 
understanding of the problems which led to the decline in populations 
of the Birdwing butterflies on the Sunshine Coast.  Prolonged drought 
and habitat clearing from Kin Kin Creek and Gympie north of the 
Sunshine Coast, devastated the few riparian stands of old growth 
vines. This led to habitat fragmentation and isolation of the remaining 
birdwing colonies. Further south, these disturbances accelerated the 
dramatic decline in birdwing numbers. Farming, development and 
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clearing also accelerated the decline, for example, clearing for a picnic 
area was followed by opening up of forest for a car park at Noosa Na-
tional Park. This resulted in all known wild vines being removed in the 
mid 80’s.                                                           
         
Planting vines as food plants for the birdwings by the community 
across the landscape, has helped form the corridors needed by adult 
female birdwings that have dispersed, culminating in these extremely 
rewarding and valued sightings from the public. The Glasshouse 
Mountains area is a success story in its self. There was no evidence 
for naturally occurring vines in the area, that was cleared for farming 
and forestry, or any sightings of birdwing butterflies in that area for 
more than 50 years. They are back now and extending their range as 
far south as Beerburrum, where dedicated members of the community 
and a group of volunteer have propagated, grown and planted vines in 
public parks, reserves and on private land. These residents have 
achieved a real positive and rewarding outcome for the community 
resulting in birdwings now for the first time, breeding locally at Glass-
house Mountains. Recovery at a higher level has resulted from col-
laboration between RBCN and the scientists, Drs Rosie Both and Ian 
Gynther from the Department of Environmental Resource Manage-
ment (DERM). They carried out experiments with a captive breeding 
programme at West Burleigh and have planned releases of genetically 
out-crossed larvae to address in-breeding depression and with prom-
ising early results.   
 

Butterflies at Richmond Park, Beerwah.  Since early this year, Ray & 
Pam Seddon have had continual sightings of birdwings on most days, 
with the last male observed in the 3rd week of April and a female was 
seen laying eggs in early May. Another great sight seen was to ob-
serve 20 – 30 birdwings, all feeding on flowers of Syzgium wilsonii, 
where they remained for 2 – 3 hours before dispersing - a truly re-
markable sight! Another piece of exciting news was received from 
Land for Wildlife Officers, from the head of the Mooloolah River where 
they observed 20 – 30 adults fluttering among rainforest trees.  
 

We are now seeing the good signs of recovery in areas where extinc-
tions had occurred and continuing this work will eventually secure 
populations of the Richmond birdwing butterfly well into the future. 
The 2010-2011 warmer months have been exceptionally good for but-
terflies with many sightings over the original range in areas where    
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where they haven’t been seen before, including the Glass House 
Mountains, Kin Kin and Noosa Heads, to name a few. The increase in 
plantings by the community along with favourable weather, have re-
warded many RBCN contributors to conservation, by enhancing the 
population of birdwing butterflies. We are most grateful to the Sun-
shine Coast Council who supported the recovery process by providing 
community groups with grants for signage, educational venues, the 
use of nursery facilities and a free flow of environmental information.  
Council’s grants have resulted in the excellent partnership developing 
for the on-going recovery of this flagship species on the Sunshine 
Coast.   
 

RICHMOND BIRDWING NEWS FROM EUMUNDI 
Helen Hepburn 

 
We really enjoyed RBCN’s General Meeting on Saturday 13th March, 
2011, held at Mary Cairncross Scenic Reserve.  The guest speaker 
was fantastic and whilst we thought initially we were listening to a talk 
by Richard Dawkins, the Speaker, Bert Orr did his PowerPoint presen-
tation down at grass roots level. We bought the new book he authored 
with Roger Kitching and wish we'd had extra cash on us as would 
have bought more copies for our friends.  To have such a book, not 
only with the butterflies, but the larvae, pupae and eggs, is just what I 
have been looking for years.! 
 
The birdwing butterflies have been amazing this summer. Our good 
news is that we have had females in ones and twos from the New 
Year onwards. We have also had a few males, indicating they have 
bred nearby (they don’t fly so far!).  In early March, yet another female 
visited our garden and deposited eggs on the vines in the (former) or-
chid house (!) on our cultivated plants. We had taken off the shade 
cloth and hung up weldmesh panels for the vines to climb up and then 
I attached rope, taking the vines up into the canopy above. Most of the 
vines up the ropes have been seriously eaten but there is still plenty of 
leaf for more larvae.  I have about a 2 dozen potted plants and all are 
growing brilliantly but my trellis vines have been very slow where 
growing in the heavy hyalite clay - and are not happy - especially after 
all the rain, it is too soggy! None have died but their growth is not a 
patch when compared with the potted plants.   

Two male birdwings were seen about 10th of April feeding on the  
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melaleuca flowers and this year many more birdwings were seen in 
the next door’s property, while the 10 or so nearby wild vines had 
larvae feeding on them. In our property we had about 7 large 
caterpillars at the beginning of April but we lost some small ones, 
probably from predators.  We have seen more birdwings and more 
larvae than for the previous10 years. We know that the weather has 
been favourable but there is no way these numbers would have built 
up in numbers without adequate numbers of birdwing butterfly vines 
planted by the local community.  
 
FROM LANTANA TO LARVAE – BRINGING BACK BIRDWINGS TO 
LAKE MACDONALD 

Heather Melrose 
When my late husband and I bought a degraded 2-acre block near 
Lake Macdonald back in 1996, we knew nothing about Richmond 
birdwing butterflies. The top acre was covered in paspalum. The 
bottom acre was smothered in thick lantana tangled around piles of 
logs from the original forest that had been cleared many years before. 
A couple of years and 5,000 tube-stock later, we had the beginnings 
of a restored forest. In choosing species for this mammoth re-planting 
task, I tried to include host plants for the many butterfly species that 
frequent this hinterland and the bushland corridor between Kin Kin 
and Eumundi.  
 

This is when I first became aware of the alarming decline of the 
Richmond birdwing in this general area, due to habitat and food plant 
losses, so into the ground went four birdwing butterfly vines 
(Pararistolochia praevenosa). Not that I ever expected to actually see 
any of these rare butterflies in my garden - but what the heck – it 
seemed the right thing to do to my patch!  My four vines flourished 
and were soon scrambling high up into the newly-established canopy 
of the young forest. I had also planted numerous lomandras, which I 
thought might be needed by the tiny flies that pollinate the vines, and 
several native frangipani (Hymenosporum flavum) to provide nectar 
for the butterflies; a favourite food for adults recommended in our 
birdwing Newsletters. 
 

It was about 2003, when I had the thrill of sighting my first Richmond 
Birdwing – a male. I couldn’t believe it was happening! How did this 
beautiful creature find my 4 vines in the middle of nowhere?  Years 
went by with occasional sightings but always a male. In December  
 
 
                                                                                                            24 



Richmond Birdwing Conservation Network Newsletter   No 21,  June 2011  

2006, a devastating tornado ripped a path right across my property, 
taking out 80 large trees and bringing down with them, most of my 
birdwing vines. Three of the vines were flattened and then they had to 
be hacked to pieces with chainsaws as the mess of fallen trees was 
cleared. Those vines never recoveredX Only a portion of one vine 
survived, largely because it had spread out over other smaller trees. 
The major part of the vine was lost along with its main support tree 
but this vine has staged a remarkable recovery and is now the source 
of viable seeds which are germinating as a carpet and small forest of 
vines. 
 

Following the tornado in 2006, Noosa & District Landcare helped me 
replant my property with more birdwing vines, one of which I planted 
just below my back deck in the forlorn hope that one day, I might be 
able to see a living Birdwing butterfly up close to my house. Two 
years went by with no more sightings until in September 2010 when a 
male Birdwing paid a visit to the garden. Then in January 2011, I 
found a female Birdwing and unlike the males that seemed to be just 
passing through, the female stayed around my garden for over a 
week. I was thrilled and in early February this year, a friend drew my 
attention to the largest caterpillar I have ever seen - quietly munching 
away on the 4 year-old vine below my back deck. After consulting 
photos in the RBCN Newsletters, I knew I had my first Birdwing cater-
pillar. Unbelievable excitement! About the same time, another female 
butterfly came to visit – I was able to sit on my deck and observe her 
fluttering around, laying eggs only metres away in the garden, and 
day after day for about a week. It took ages to find her eggs – they 
are laid singly under chosen leaves and although yellow in colour are 
small and hard to see! 
 

About a week later, some little black birdwing larvae started appear-
ing under the leaves and for weeks I kept a daily check on them. 
Some seemed to develop more quickly than others. I could find and 
identify nine, but there could have been more. Then they started dis-
appearing, hopefully pupating. It was a sad day when I said goodbye 
to the last fully-grown larva. I hope they are OK, because look as I 
might, I cannot find one pupa. Don Sands tells me they are very hard 
to find because they are green, well camouflaged and often pupate 
well away from the vines. I guess I’ll have to wait till Spring, to see if 
the first adults from my hatchlings, fly in the habitat I have restored,  
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and to have seen them come through all their developmental stages 
with flying colours. Meanwhile, ever optimistic, I have made sure that 
there are plenty of native frangipanis and red-flowering callistemons 
around so that if my “babies” emerge in Spring they will have plenty of 
food to send them on their way. It has been incredibly satisfying to 
start with a tangle of lantana and within 14 years, have a habitat suit-
able for breeding by these huge and beautiful insects. My sincere 
thanks go to Don Sands and Ray Seddon for their help and encour-
agement.  

CCCCCCCCCCC... 
 
 

MINUTES OF INAUGURAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE RICH-
MOND BIRDWING CONSERVATION NETWORK (WPSQ- RBCN) 

The Inaugural General Meeting of RBCN held on Saturday, 4 September 
2010 at the David Fleay Wildlife Park, DERM, Kabool Road, West Burleigh  
 

Chairman. Des Boyland representing WPSQ, acted as Chairman at the In-
augural General Meeting and opened the Meeting at 9.45 am. He tabled 
WPSQ decisions relating to the RBCN Sub-fund Committee, its role and the 
roles of the proposed RBCN Network Committee. He discussed insurance, 
RBCN banking, methods for deposits, cheques, payments and signatures.  
The RBCN Sub-fund Committee would limit its interests in RBCN to (i) en-
suring all financial matters are managed appropriately and (ii) RBCN activi-
ties do not contravene the WPSQ Constitution.  All other day to day man-
agement would be carried out by an appointed RBC Network Committee.  
 

Attendance: 28 members and visitors attended the Inaugural meeting 
 

Apologies: received from Kylie Walker, Jill Chamberlain, Chris Hosking, 
Gwen Malcolm, Joan Heavey and Jacqui Seal.  
 

Sub-Fund Appointments: The Chairman announced the following appoint-
ments approved by WPSQ for the Sub-fund Committee: Don Sands (Chair), 
Des Boyland (Secretary), Greg Siepen, Jenny Thynne and Chris Hosking. 
 

Network Committee:  The Chairman announced results of nominations for 
Network Committee positions (received in writing) as follows;  Chair: Greg 
Siepen (Projects and Grants), Vice Chair: Hugh Krenske (Data Base & Web-
site), Secretary: No nominations,  A/Secretary: Don Sands (Editor & Flag-
ship Projects).  Other Committee Members nominated as follows: Joan 
Heavy (Northern corridors), Gwen Malcolm (Glass House Mountains), Chris 
Hosking (A/Editor), Ian Gynther (Captive Rearing & DERM representative), 
Ray Seddon (Corridor Convenor), Sue Scott (School Projects) & Susan 
Reilly (Western corridors). No other nominations were received (Secretary 
position remained vacant).                                                                                 
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Des Boyland declared all vacant positions now filled, except Secretary and 
asked Greg Siepen to take the Chair. Moved Don Sands, seconded Peter 
Webber that the Office Bearers as proposed be accepted; carried. Moved 
Don Sands, seconded Des Boyland, that the in-coming Chairman write to 
past Council members to acknowledge their participation in RBRN. 
Corridor Coordinators Roles Former positions are to be re-nominated for 
RBCN. Members nominated will require written agreement before confirma-
tions are made at the next General Meeting: Nominated are: Dale Borgelt, 
Eva Ford, Phil Moran, Keith McCosh, Kylie Walker, Jacqui Seal, Dianne Sat-
tler & Dick Bull. Others may be added at a future date subject to their written 
agreements to provide reports annually, of local activities. 
 

General Business 
 

Minutes of the last RBRN General Meeting (5 June 2010) as circulated. 
Proposed minutes be accepted by Members of RBRN present at this meet-
ing, subject to amendments. This meeting proposed 5 June as the last meet-
ing date for closure of RBRN and its books (subject to auditor’s report & 
Dept. Fair Trading closure date). Moved Greg Siepen, 2nd. by Ian Gynther.  
 

RBRN-RBCN Transfer matters. The Chairman, Greg Siepen announced that 
RBRN Councillor’s  positions were automatically vacated on 30 June 2010 
and that the RBCN Sub-fund Committee has acted in Caretaker role until 
this meeting.  
Memberships. (a) Members of RBRN Inc. who renewed subscriptions for the 
period 1 July 2010 to 30 June 2011 are to be automatically accepted as sub-
scribers to RBCN.  Office Bearers and Council Members of RBRN elected 
for the period 1 July 2009 – 2010, vacated their positions on 30 June 2010 in 
accordance with the motion passed at the AGM in 2009.     
Closure of RBRN Inc.   
Assets of RBRN are to be accepted as the assets of RBCN in accordance 
with motion passed at the last General Meeting of RBRN on 5 June 2010. 
Funds held by RBRN: are to automatically become available for the man-
agement and expenditure by the new Organisation WPSQ-RBCN, subject to 
the RBRN Auditor’s report for the period to 3 July 2010 (pending).   
Closure of RBRN Inc.: (a) Registration fees for RBRN Inc.: approved for pay-
ment to Department of Fair Trading ($42.50) for the period to 30 June 2010 
(from RBCN account), and (b) Department’s form “Closure of Incorporation” 
to be submitted with details of closure with copy of auditors report, other 
documentation, or details of funds owing and details of future funds lodge-
ments. 
Birdwing book sales (Sands & Scott 2002): Proceeds from 2005-2010 sales 
were previously donated by authors to RBRN (ca $300). From July 2010, 
Don Sands will handle sales privately to retrieve the printing costs owing.  
T-Shirts.  Future and prices of T-shirt sales with their redundant designs, are 
to be decided by the Network Committee.               
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Transfers authorised: The Chairman noted that all RBRN subscriptions, as-
sets, projects, funds & grants to be “carried over” from WPSQ to RBCN.  He 
called for a motion confirming formal transfer of these items from 4 Septem-
ber 2010: Moved Ray Seddon, 2nd Pam Seddon, carried.  
 

RBRN — RBCN Projects (2010-2011). The Chairman announced current 
Projects will be extended by RBCN, at least to 30 June 2011.  
Current Grants.  When appropriate renewals are being made to granting or-
ganisations, RBCN will request transfer of their funds to RBCN.   
The Chairman outlined current and on-going funded projects; their acquittal 
dates and topics they support: (i) Caring for Country, (ii) FASCIA, (iii) Bris-
bane City Council and (iv) Gaming Machine Grant.  
RBCN Projects (without external funds). The Chairman outlined the 
“unfunded” Projects (and Project Leaders) as follows: (i)  ‘Flagships’ corri-
dors.  The Committee proposed habitat rehabilitation begin at the following 
areas: Sunshine Coast; Witta, Cooroy (Ray Seddon); Brisbane; Kenmore 
State School, Mill Rd. Conservation Park & Moggill State School (Don 
Sands, Greg Siepen & Damien Egan) ; Gold Coast; Currumbin; N. NSW, 
Tallebudgera Valley (Hugh Krenske + other members of the Committee). 
CVA Collaboration.  Mark Dwyer reported on the type of assistance and col-
laboration being offered by CVA. RBCN Data Base & Websites.  Hugh Kren-
ske to lead this Project with key objectives for the data base - mostly map-
ping vine distributions and birdwing sightings (with assistance from Pam 
Seddon). Captive rearing project. (Ian Gynther, Rosie Both, Jacqui Seal – 
DERM, Don Sands - RBCN). Schools projects.  Trellises, corridor restoration 
and experiments for school students (Sue Scott & Greg Siepen). Newsletters 
& Supplements (Don Sands & Chris Hosking). RBCN Workshops & Field 
Days Discussions about timetables and localities proposed for SE Qld and 
NSW (Greg Siepen, Don Sands).  
 

Other General Business Secretary: This position could not be filled at the 
meeting but Committee agreed that they would seek as priority, a replace-
ment for the acting role filled by Don Sands. Newsletter: Deadline dates are 
needed for articles to be submitted on time.  Permit tags:  A decision to ex-
tend endorsements is subject to adequate reporting by nurseries, otherwise 
endorsements will be discontinued. Climate change and climate effects.  
Open discussions were held relating to effects on birdwing abundance.  
 

Proposed Annual Meetings & dates (2nd Saturday every 3rd month): recom-
mended months for 2010-2011—November (GM &/or Maryborough Work-
shop), February or March (GM &/or N.NSW Workshop), late May (GM). All 
Annual General Meetings: in July. Four Committee Meetings are to be held. 
 

Guest Speakers: Drs Rosie Booth & Ian Gynther gave an address ‘Captive 
Rearing the Richmond Birdwing to Overcome In-Breeding Depression’. 
 

Close of Meeting: 1.20 pm. The meeting was followed by a tour of DERM’s 
Captive Rearing Facilities for the Richmond birdwing.  
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Birdwing Conservation Network.  Articles and illustrations 
should not be reproduced without permission and 
acknowledgement of authors and the Editor of the RBCN 
Newsletter.  Statements made in this Newsletter do not 
necessarily represent the views of all RBCN subscribers or 
WPSQ. RBCN subscribers are expected to renew their 
subscriptions each year, no later than 1 July, if they wish to 
receive copies of this the Newsletter.   
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The RBCN Newsletter is published 3 — 4 times annually.   
In this Newsletter series, RBCN is keen to encourage 
subscribers to publish notes, articles and the views of 
subscribers.  Its prime objective is to provide an opportunity 
for members and local community representatives in 
Queensland and New South Wales, to report on progress 
towards conservation and recovery of the Richmond 
birdwing butterfly, Ornithoptera richmondia and its 
indigenous food plants, the Birdwing Butterfly Vine, 
Pararistolochia praevenosa and the Mountain Aristolochia, 
P. laheyana. 
 
Articles submitted for publication, will be reviewed by the 
Editor and Assistant Editor for style and suitability. If 
technical in nature, the views of an external reviewer will be 
sought before articles are accepted for publication.  If 
dealing with the history of events, observations and 
findings, authors of articles should provide appropriate 
acknowledgements to individuals, or give references to 
earlier contributors and authors of articles. 
 
This Newsletter is lodged with the National Library of 
Australia and some other libraries. It does not constitute 
formal publication for the purpose of scientific descriptions, 
new scientific names, or changes in scientific names.        



 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING 

                                          of the 

 Richmond Birdwing Conservation Network   
 

TO BE HELD ON SATURDAY 9th JULY 2011 
 

from 9.30 am - 1.00 pm at - 
 

THE HUT 
 

  47 Fleming Road, Chapel Hill, 
Queensland  

 

Election of Office Bearers and General Business  
will be followed by a presentation by - 

 

Dr Ross Field  
 

Threatened Butterflies in Victoria: 
Implications from Recovering the 

Eltham Copper - Australia’s  
First Project 

 
 

VISITORS ARE WELCOME 
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