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REPORT FROM THE PRESIDENT
Stephen Hooper
The Richmond Birdwing Recovery Network Inc (RBRN) has been one
of the most successful and active nature conservation organisations
in Australia. The strength of the Network lies in the active collaboration of expert scientists with local communities throughout southeast
Queensland. All members (ca 400) share a passion for the preservation of an iconic species, the Richmond Birdwing Butterfly, and a
wider commitment to saving our natural environment.
The recent Annual General Meeting on 26 June 2009 demonstrated
the depth of community support for our organisation, and the reports
of Corridor Co-ordinators are featured in this edition of the Newsletter.
These reports are a record of the involvement of many people in the
fight to save and restore the Birdwing.
The founder of the Network, Dr Don Sands, stood down as President
at the last AGM and I was honoured to be elected as President for
2009/2010. Don has made enormous contributions to scientific knowledge, to community education, and to the recognition of the vital public role of the scientific expert. Don's capacity for work is prodigious
and he is willing to involve himself in difficult issues when the environment is threatened. The Network cannot afford to lose him, and he
has kindly agreed to continue in the role of Advising Scientist and Editor.
The AGM approved a motion that the Network Council commence
negotiations with the Wildlife Preservation Society of Queensland for
the RBRN to become affiliated with the Society. This is an important
issue and the next Newsletter will contain a report for members, and
an invitation for members to comment. Over the next year, the work
of the Network may become more difficult with the passing of the
'Sustainable Planning Bill 2009' by the Queensland Government. The
Network Council will monitor the effect of this legislation and report
back to members.
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RETIRING PRESIDENT’S REPORT - FROM THE AGM
Don Sands
It has been a pleasure to work with committed members of the Network’s Council since their appointment at the last AGM in 2008. I
thank them all for their support and participation at meetings, field
days, workshops and displays and for giving their advice so freely.
Special thanks are due to Dawn Muir for her work as Secretary and
the support she has given me for many different and on-going tasks.
She has helped with preparations and other necessary arrangements
for meetings, as well as with electronic filing, compiling documents,
binding, sorting, addressing envelopes and stapling newsletters and
workshops publications – all very time consuming tasks! Thanks also
to Treasurer, Alan Scott who has continued in the role doing the
banking, clearing the PO Box at Kenmore, making sure our money
we was spent wisely, and that we balanced our books and operated
our Incorporated group in a methodical way.
From 1 July 2008 to June 2009, membership of RBRN increased
from 369 to 427 but we should expect some resignations this coming
year. RBRN Committee Many Members have assisted with organisation and presentations at the unique series of RBRN Community
Workshops; the last held at Gympie was one of the best in this successful series. Thanks to Dale Borgelt for her Workshop displays and
to several other Corridor Coordinators for their presentations at the
workshops. Corridor Coordinators have been helping community
groups with planting vines, local events and assisted with mapping
wild and planted vines, and vine distribution. Dale has had to sympathise with many keen members viewing thee losses of vines during
recent floods in Brisbane’s Western Suburbs. I thank Vice President,
Hugh Krenske for acting as President over the past month, a pause
that allowed me to catch up with backlogs of non-birdwing matters.
Greg Siepen has continued to help identify sources of external funds
and continues to support our on-going activities.
Hugh Krenske is to be congratulated for his sophisticated and impressive work on the data base and web site, resulting in very high quality
electronic documentation that forms a basis of the recovery plan for
the birdwing. Thanks are due to Pam and Ray Seddon for coordinating corridor reports on the Sunshine Coast and for their on-going

Richmond Birdwing Recovery Network Newsletter No 15 July 2009

3

participation on behalf of RBRN at local field days and displays,
and most notably for the design, publicity and distribution of the TShirts - they have proven to be very popular. Pam and Ray’s enthusiasm for the birdwing butterfly and vine culture has “infected”
many newly-keen members, local members of the community and
officials in the newly-organised Sunshine Coast Regional Council –
congratulations to you both, Pam and Ray, for this communitybased work and for your other achievements! Special thanks also
to Nick Clancy, Land for Wildlife Officer, Sunshine Coast Regional
Council, for contributing to recovery of the birdwing by identifying
and helping protect habitats on privately-owned land. Congratulations Nick, you have made some magnificent habitat finds and
helped many of the landowners recognise their environmental values in a most appropriate way—an not just for our butterfly!
RBRN continues to benefit from a grant from Brisbane City Council
awarded in late 2008 and we have concluded most of the planned
experiments in the insect-rearing facility at Gold Creek - rather prematurely - when floods damaged the facility! However, we hope
now to complete some of these experiments in the facilities offered
at DERM’s Moggill, under supervision of Dr Ian Gynther. Thanks
Ian, for arranging for this facility to be made available and for ensuring on-going collaboration between DERM scientists and RBRN.
Rosie Booth and Jacquie Seal (DERM) are continuing to build up
stocks of birdwings in their facility at West Burleigh, where we expect to be able to carry out some out-breeding experiments using
this colony and the separate colony being established at Moggill.
The Gold Creek facility was re-built in February 2009 and its ownership transferred to the Moggill Creek Catchment Group for their
members use as a plant Nursery. Thanks to RBRN member Damien Egan for his help in reconstruction of the “cage”, with gathering up parts of the cage dispersed by the floods for re-assembly
near the older MCCG Plant Nursery at Gold Creek. We appreciated
his on-going encouragement during re-construction and from another valued member of RBRN, and MCCG Nursery Manager,
Prof. Graeme Wilson.
The RBRN Newsletter has attracted support from the members and
I thank them for their contributions and comments. We always need
articles on the range of topics relating to the birdwing, habitats,
food plants and related illustrations as they become available.
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BIRDWINGS ARE BREEDING AGAIN AT BILLINUDGEL, NSW –
THANKS TO PLANTED VINES
Cathy Vale
Last year at about 12 noon on Thursday 17th April (2008) I watched a
female Richmond birdwing laying her eggs on a planted vine, Pararistolochia praevenosa , that Sue Scott and Don Sands gave me back in
1996. The female butterfly seemed to lay about 8 -10 eggs; all were
deposited singly under the mature and young leaves of my birdwing
vine. It was a relatively cool day, about 21oC, with a strong SSW wind
blowing at about 16 knots and with intermittent cloudy periods, rain
and sun. Later that day we had much more rain and a minor flood!
The eggs emerged in little over a week and the young larvae were
very shy; when moving they would always take 2 steps forwards and
one back! I watched them every day until they matured and finally
disappeared from the top of the vine in May. I did not then see any
further signs of birdwings or their stages until October later that year.
The next time I saw a birdwing it was an adult on 23rd October 2008
at 12.30 pm, on a hot, humid and sunny day following a few showers.
Then for several days and up till two weeks later (4th - 7th November) I
I observed a male Richmond birdwing patrolling the backyard not far
from the vine. It was mostly flying from 8.30 am, and again much later
in the day at 6.40 pm when it was humid and overcast and when temperatures were about 26o C.
………………………………….
A WEBSITE FOR AUSTRALIAN BUTTERFLIES
http://www.purvision.com/butterflies/

Martin Purvis

For a while now I have noted how few people in Australia have an
interest in butterflies. As an ex-Pom, I can not help but compare the
situation here with that in the United Kingdom. Over there butterflies
are prominent in everyday conversations. "Butterfly Conservation"
has reached its 40th anniversary, currently has over 12,000 members, and manages over 30 Nature reserves etc. I now live in Sydney
in a city of over 4 million people and I have met only one who person
who is really interested in butterflies (and even he has long since
moved from his interest in butterflies to beetles). Yet Australia has
well over 400 butterfly species compared to around only 55 in the
United Kingdom! I would also argue that the butterfly fauna here is a
great deal richer and more interesting than in the UK.
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We have species unique to Australia, new species and subspecies
are being described all the time, species where the larvae feed with
and on ants, and a species in which the male (but not the female)
might actually be defined as a moth! There are species that are practically nocturnal - you name it, we've got it! And yet so few people
seem to care a great deal; Australian wildlife only seems to get publicity if it is very large, cute and cuddly or extremely dangerous
(presumably venomous!) and where koalas make everyone happy!).
And yet butterflies are more than just being beautiful or interesting;
they are very important environmental indicators. If the number of butterflies seen in an area decreases, it is usually a strong sign that
something is very wrong indeed, and it's not just the butterflies that
will disappear in the long run.
It was a very pleasant surprise, therefore, when I recently came
across the Richmond Birdwing Recovery Network. I was staying in
Brisbane when Mick Sands and Don Sands showed me a little of
what the RBRN is doing, and I also had the privilege of seeing the
birdwings in flight up at Beerwah. To me it is incredibly encouraging
to find that the Network has more than 400 members, and that they
really are making a difference towards improving the survival prospects of this iconic butterfly, the largest in southern Australia. I can
only hope that the current success of RBRN members will continue
and can be built on, and that perhaps it will encourage some people
into an interest in butterflies in general. After all, most of the other
species may not be as large as the Richmond Birdwing, but each is
equally important and many (even the tiny ones) are truly spectacular.
Keep up the good work!

RBRN MEMBERSHIP CARDS
Membership cards are sent to Members when they renew their
subscriptions for 2009—2010 ($10), instead of receipts. Membership cards indicate that you are financial for the current year.
Receipts will only be issued if requested, when members pay
their dues. To ensure that you receive the next Newsletter,
please check you are financial and received a new card for this
financial year 2009—2010. Otherwise contact the Secretary.
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A MODULAR TRELLIS - FOR THE RICHMOND BIRDWING
BUTTERFLY VINE
Ray Seddon
This birdwing vine trellis is specially designed and constructed, and is
available at a nominal cost to Members of RBRN or affiliated groups,
for the growing of quality Richmond birdwing vines. These birdwing
vines require sufficient light, but not full sun or full shade, to enable
them to produce maximum growth, particularly during the first three
years after they have been planted. When positioned in a Northeastern or western aspect, with part shade and with protection from
strong winds, birdwing vines will in time flower (usually 3-5 years after
planting) and then produce seed capsules whenever the pollinators
are present. Birdwing vines when planted close together (about 1/2 m
apart) on a trellis will form a lush and leafy cover, with soft young
leaves that will attract female birdwings as they pass by and encourage her to deposit her eggs under leaf if it is suitable in agew and texture. This starts the birdwing life cycle which can then easily be observed at close proximity.
The RBRN Birdwing trellis is currently pre-fabricated as modules, the
number of modules dependent on the length of the trellis required.
Each module is 2.4 m wide x 3.00 m high and constructed of treated
pine post supports, concreted into the ground to a depth of 600 mm.
The supports and braces are pre-drilled and fitted. Horizontal
stainless steel wires are tensioned 300 mm apart between the posts
and dead bamboo stakes are mounted vertically 300 mm apart between the supports, allowing the vines to be trained up and across
the frame.
The Trellis is designed and is available as a kit for DO IT YOURSELF
assembly but a basal frame can be included as an extra. This is a
basal frame constructed of treated pine sleepers, and then filled with
carefully-mixed soil and a little dolomite, to allow for good texture,
suitable pH, drainage and nutrients. Depending on the soil type, additional nutrients can be added. The trellis is especially recommended
for use in heavy or acidic soils. For those who wish to have the trellis
erected on their site, a location inspection will be necessary to determine costs incurred for labour and transport. The design has proven
to be a successful and it is acknowledged and endorsed by RBRN.
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THE BIRDWING VINE TRELLIS - IDEAL FOR SCHOOL PRJECTS
Greg Siepen
After the formation of RBRN, schools have not had many opportunities to learn about the Richmond birdwing or the Richmond butterfly
vine, Pararistolochia praevenosa, that is until now! The earlier birdwing project, a major activity of the CSIRO Double Helix Science Club
programme on butterflies, conclude several years ago, We are fortunate that Ray Seddon, with his skills as a former boat builder, has designed a pre-fabricated trellis that can be erected easily on bush regeneration sites, on approved reserves on Council land and on privately-owned properties. “Seddon’s Trellis” is especially suited to
Land for Wildlife properties and for school grounds.
Design of “Seddon’s Trellis” originated from success of the original
model erected by Ray Seddon and volunteers at Mary Cairncross
Scenic Reserve. Another has since been constructed at Gap Creek
Reserve, Brookfield and assembled by Damien Egan for the Moggill
Creek Catchment Group. Despite heavy rains and flooding in April
2009 the trellis at Gap Creek Reserve survived and the vines continue to thrive! Simple trellises made out of bamboo had previously
shown by Dale Borgelt to be successful for growing the birdwing vine
in Brookfield.
The trellis can be permanently erected in school grounds in front of
unattractive walls or as part of native plant gardens and can support
the vines for a range of different observations, measurements or experiments—not to mention the chances of attracting a female birdwing to lay! Always select sites for erecting trellises and planting vines
that will allow them to grow for many years and hopefully, attract the
butterflies to lay eggs. Several experiments are recommended for the
students and three given here are examples:
1.
Growth of vines. Measurements of seasonal growth, direction of
terminal and growth rate, node and inter-node width, flowing, pollinators, seed capsule formation and maturity. Question – why do the
vines all spiral up the stake in one direction?
2.
Nutrients and water. Measured responses of growth to different
fertilisers, soil pH and fertiliser regimes, watering frequency, leaf
toughness (using a leaf penetrometer). Question 1 – why do the
older leaves become tough? Question 2 – why are particular soil pH
measurement for acidity or alkalinity important for some plants?
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3.

What does a birdwing caterpillar need?. Compare the vine
height, appearance, age and the softness of leaves eaten by caterpillars, to the characteristics of leaves on vines on the school trellises. Organise a field trip to Mary Cairncross Scenic Reserve,
Maleny, and observe first the leaves being eaten by caterpillars.
4.
Question – do the leaves on vines growing on trellises at school
have the same physical characteristics as those being eaten by
caterpillars in the wild?
Answer — This answer can only be found by visiting a natural
breeding site, such as Mary Cairncross Scenic Reserve, to make
comparisons first hand. Always check that the time of year is
appropriate and let the staff at the Reserve know of your plans.
PROPAGATION OF PARARISTOLOCHIA PRAEVENOSA FROM
SEED
Gary Einam
I hope the following methods developed at ProPlants Nursery will be
useful for RBRN Members:
•

•
•
•

Always use fresh seed. Collect ripe seed pods (capsules) – always orange when ripe. Separate seeds from pulp by washing in
a bucket of water and then dry on sheets of newspaper.
Scatter seed over the surface of a good quality seed raising mix
in a polystyrene box. Cover seed with a thin layer of seed raising
mix. Water in with a fungicide such as Fongarid ©.
Do not over-water trays and store in hot house conditions under
cover from rainfall. Sprinkle snail bait around boxes as soon as
seedlings emerge.
Leave seedlings in trays until the climbing stems appear and the
seedlings have a well developed root system.

Potting on
• Seedlings are potted on straight into 200mm pots with a 1 metre
high bamboo stake. This saves damage to the fine roots by constant potting up.
• Use a good quality potting mix with dolomite added to the mix to
ensure a pH of at least 6 (pH 6.4 – 6.8 is ideal).
• Place Organic Extra fertilizer about half way down the pot then
plant seedlings on top.
• Water seedlings with a seaweed extract such as Seasol © and
then place under 50% shade cloth.
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Growing on
• Do not over-fertilize or over-water plants. In Spring, an application of Osmocote © suitable for natives should be sufficient to
maintain growth.
• To provide strong stems and a well developed root system, keep
plants in pots for 2 to 3 years.
• Prune lower leaves from the stem and cut the tendrils at the top
of the stake. This causes the stem to become strong and woody
and also encourages multi stems.
Remember a well developed plant with a strong root system is required when planting in the wild especially in more exposed positions
of the rainforest. Make sure regular watering regimes are put in place
(up to once per week) , especially during dry months or periods of
drought.
USING THE DATABASE TO SHOW HOW WE ARE “BRINGING
BACK THE BUTTERFLY”?
Hugh Krenske
Recently Pam Seddon passed the 1000 milestone of her records entered into our RBRN Database. While many records in the database
record only one occurrence of a plant or insect, many others record
multiple occurrences. The home page of the web site now provides
us with an up-to-date tally of the Database.

Wild Vines
1,229

Database Statistics - May 2009
Planted Vines
Birdwings seen since 2004
5,838

335

To help with the interpretation of the data, some graphs have been
added to the reporting and mapping section of the web site. These
graphs are drawn dynamically each time they are called, always displaying the latest information. While we have only limited butterfly observations in the database, this article can be used to assess the success of the program.
The database has a number of limitations, for example, it does not
contain rainfall and other climate data for the various regions. Neither
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has there been any significant attempt to record vine density, although the database does allow for it. A good reason for this is that
it is very difficult to do for many of us who are amateur ecologists,
given the nature of the terrain and the coppicing habit of older vines.
Neither has the database recorded the enthusiasm and considerable
efforts of contributing members and our individual Corridor Coordinators.
When looking at the graphs in this Newsletter (pp 19—26), ignore
New South Wales (NSW) references as the main focus of activities
has been in Queensland. Besides, the butterfly is not considered to
be threatened in NSW although it would be good to see more data
entered from northern NSW. I have been promised more and have
received a sprinkling of records and sightings. Vines belonging to
the “No corridor” categories are those that have been planted in areas outside the confirmed historic range of the Richmond birdwing
butterfly. The graph in Figure 1 indicates the number of vines
planted by RBRN defined corridors, by year.
The lower Sunshine Coast leads the way in recent plantings especially in 2008. The Gold Coast and Brisbane West corridors had the
highest number of plantings prior to 2005. Superimposed over this
graph, I have marked the corridors in which workshops occurred
with a green butterfly and if possible in the colour of the year in
which the workshop occurred. The database reflects the limited influences from the workshops on the subsequent number of plantings
that followed. Most of the workshops focused on a particular region
or local government area and in some places there would have been
participants from neighboring regions, see Figure 2 (apologies for
poor figure reproduction—Ed.) The latest workshop at Gympie has
been excluded from these figures
The graph in Figure 3 shows butterfly sightings in recent years
with a notable increase in sightings in 2008.
Why are there so few sightings in 2005? The Richmond Birdwing
Recovery Network was established in the latter half of 2005 and the
database design and implementation commenced in 2006. At the
time the focus was on storing the historic and current locations of
wild vines. With the thrust for planting that happened as the Network
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became firmly established, the database incorporated these as well.
Although we allowed for the recording of butterfly sightings at the
time, there was no emphasis on recording fauna. This changed in
subsequent years.
All of us realize the desperate climatic conditions most of south east
Queensland has experienced for the last 10 years. Figure 4 shows
the rainfall decile ranges for years 2005 to 2008. These maps where
captured from the Bureau of Meteorology web site. They show quite
clearly the drought conditions that persisted up to and including
2007. It shows also that the Sunshine Coast has experienced closer
to average rainfall for those years. If rainfall was the only factor then
one would expect there to fairly consistent sightings of butterflies
from year to year in the Sunshine Coast corridors. A quick look at
Figure 5 shows us that this is not the case. By far the greatest numbers of sightings were recorded in 2007 in the Lower Sunshine
Coast corridor.
Now check Figure 6 which compares the number of birdwing sightings since 2004 with the number of vines planted since 2004. To
make the graph readable, the vine count has been divided by 10,
while the butterfly count has been left untouched. A quick look at the
lower sunshine coast corridor in Figure 5 and a check with the
graphs in Figures 1 and 6 will show that butterfly sightings grew in
response to an increase in planted vines. It is worth noting too that
the corridors with the most sightings also had significant populations
of wild vines (Figure 7). But it doesn’t stop there, the Brisbane West
corridor with only planted vines had a significant rise in Birdwing
Butterfly sightings (all observed by Dick Bull). If the planting momentum can be increased and extended, then the butterfly population
may be sustainable in the western suburbs of Brisbane.
Let’s look at one other corridor with a significant number of planted
vines, the Main Divide Corridor, including Toowoomba, once the
confirmed western extreme of the Birdwing’s range. One major difference between Toowoomba and Brisbane West is the age of the
vines. Brisbane West has a significant population of large vines
planted prior to 2005 while most of Toowoomba’s vines are less
than 5 years old. The other major reason for the lack of Birdwings in
the Main Divide corridor can be see by a quick look at the map in
Figure 8.
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The vast areas without vines and lack of suitable habitat have to be
addressed before the main range corridor can expect to see the return of the Birdwing Butterfly with normal expansion of the butterfly’s
range. These same issues also need to be addressed by the new corridors being formed from Gympie north to the Mary River mouth.
Without the RBRN database and the efforts of many people keeping
their records and then sending them into the Network, and without
Members who dedicated their time to entering the data, the above
analysis would not have been possible.
In conclusion, to sustain birdwing populations, we need to have appropriate habitats, increased number of planted vines, improved vine
density, continuity of corridors and a return to average or better rainfall for a viable and sustainable recovery. Last but not least is the
need for dedicated people in each corridor who can coordinate activities in the area and motivate people to take an interest in butterflies in
particular and in bushland regeneration and recovery. Of course there
is nothing to encourage people more than seeing their efforts rewarded with butterflies returning to an area, even if only in small numbers.
FIGURES
Fig. 1

Number of vines planted by Corridor with timing of workshops in
those Corridors marked by a small male butterfly.

Fig. 2

Table displaying the workshops held in the years 2006 to 2008
and the perceived impact to the Corridor measured by the number
of plantings and observations since the time of the workshop
Graph showing the recorded butterfly sightings since 2005 with
one bar for sightings up to the end of 2004.

Fig. 3
Fig. 4

A group of 4 maps showing the rainfall variations for Queensland
in each of the years 2005, 2006, 2007 and 2008.

Fig. 5

Graph showing each Corridor and the recorded butterfly sightings
for each year from 2005. One segment is used to display recorded
butterfly sightings to the end of 2004.
Graph shows the number of recorded planted vines in each Corridor since 2005 compared with the number of recorded birdwing
sightings since 2005.
Graph shows the number of recorded wild vines in each corridor
compared with the number of recorded birdwing sightings since
2005.

Fig. 6

Fig. 7
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CATERPILLARS IN THE CANOPY: HOW HIGH AND HOW LOW
WILL THEY FEED?
Ray Seddon
Question. On many occasions during the latter part of the breeding
period a question has been raised by our enthusiastic birdwing seekers, as to how high or low in the canopy will a Richmond birdwing
larva feed on foliage?
Answer. My observations are as follows: as the birdwing vine ascends
to the top extremities of supporting trees (up to 20 – 30 m) observation of larvae are extremely difficult with the naked eye but with the
use of a tripod for supporting binoculars an observer will improve their
viewing success. First, the chewed leaves on the outer extremities of
the vine can best be seen after a larva has fed on the outer portion of
the leaf. Holes in leaves are not necessarily an indication of a Richmond birdwing larva feeding. Larvae are visible as black dots under
the leaves, always on the underside of the leaves and when it is feeding they will often cut through the leaf stems. Keep your eyes to the
ground as snipped-off, chewed leaves will often fall. You may see
droppings as well, always a fair indication of the presence of a larva in
the canopy. A female Birdwing Butterfly when selecting leaves to deposit her eggs, will lay on soft or recently-firm large leaves, at ground
level or high up in the canopy only if it finds leaves with suitable quality. Feeding occurs high or low by birdwing larvae only after it has
been able to start its meal on very soft leaves.
During autumn the next year’s spring generation is always in the pupal
stage and will rest in diapause over the winter months. The last larva
seen feeding this season was in fourth instar, observed here at Beerwah on the 14th May. This was extremely late in the season and
mainly due to the unusually warm weather. With the onset of cooler
nights and shorter days, feeding time is lessened when larvae require
warmth to stimulate their feeding. In cooler months they will remain
suspended under a leaf and are usually unable to feed. Thus dehydration will set in and eventually the larva will die and fall to the ground.
Birdwing larva will pupate on low foliage near the vine near ground
level, or sometimes under the leaves of trees high in the canopy..
Question. Are the flowers of Pararistolochia praevenosa pollinated by
midges and does the insect always cross - pollinate ?
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Answer. Worldwide pollinators of aristolochias were believed to be
midges, belonging to the genus Forcipomyia spp. However, our Australian species have never been properly identified - not even to genus – a task for a devoted and skilled fly taxonomist! Latest information we have suggests that the small Australian flies that pollinate
the genus Pararistolocia spp. may belong to a group of flies
(Phoridae), different to the Forcipomyia group of midges associated
with most Aristolochia spp. (G.B. Monteith pers. comm .). We do not
have a definitive answer to this question!
Certainly the pollinators of P. praevenosa and P. laheyana are small
flies of some sort but their true identities can only be determined by
much more studies. Do we have a potential student interested in doing a higher degree on these pollinators, at one of our universities?
Question. Do P. praevenosa vines usually produce flowers in autumn
or is there something unusual when the flowers appeared in April this
year (2009)? Are they likely to produce seed capsules at this time of
year because of the prolonged flowering? Is this extended flowering
period because of the weird weather conditions we are experiencing
or other reasons?
Answer. We have noticed that the vines were flowering in Autumn
this year. What went wrong with the usual flowering and the pollination process for P. praevenosa over the last 12 months — was it in
any way related to the changing climate ?
Editors Comment. There is an opportunity for support for new research on the insect pollinators of Australian Pararistolochia spp.
They are not only un-named species of insects but it now appears
that the group they belong to is probably not the same as other pollinators of Aristolociaceae! What an opportunity there is for someone
or some organisation to support this research! We are already worried that the conservation concerns extend well beyond the birdwing
butterfly and its vine survival, to the production of flowers, their pollination and development of seed capsules.
There is an opportunity for a sponsor to provide some support for a
higher-degree student, to work on this very important topic —
“pollination and seed development of the Birdwing Butterfly Vine”.
Some RBRN Members would make ideal supervisors!
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CORRIDOR COORDINATOR REPORTS
GYMPIE - HERVEY BAY.

Colin Bowman

School projects in our area continued with successful growth of vines
already planted and with seedlings grown in terrariums. However,
seed germination varied with success. This needs further work for this
will be an area of greater spread of vines as the students will be able
to take these plants home and achieve a greater density of vines over
a larger area.
Our northern region has residual vine and butterfly colonies confirmed
by sightings in my time here since 2006. The community group based
at Bauple were successful with planting vines, all of which are growing well due the continued good rainfall in the past two years or more.
Further information on growing vines from seed is underway with
seed capsules gathered from vines at Peregian Beach, Beerburrum,
Gympie and Bauple - supplying a diverse range for the origin of seedlings. Another development has been planting of several rainforest
plants in some school grounds with additional inputs and care given,
e.g. fertilizers, weedicides and sugar cane mulch supplied by The
Fraser Coast Council. This work was carried out by a Green Corps
group and the resulting forests will provide ideal planting sites for future birdwing vines.
An interesting spin off from the workshops was invitations I received
to attend schools in the Bundaberg Region from Childers to Bundaberg over a two week period, where I presented a talk on butterflies
and their gardens, relating to The Swallowtail Butterflies.
………………………………………………………….
LOWER SUNSHINE COAST
Ray Seddon
At the 2008 AGM a new position was formed for a Coordinator Convener and I have since taken up this position while 19 Corridor Coordinators have been appointed. Twelve reports have been received
and were tabled at an AGM and 13 are published in this Newsletter. A
Special General Meeting of RBRN organised for early April 2009, to
bring Corridor Coordinators together and explain their roles and activities in the community, had to be abandoned at the last minute due
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to extremely wet weather, and to avoid safety problems for the people
travelling. The Agenda and topic summaries for the meeting were
posted to all Coordinators. My apologies to those Coordinators I was
not been able to contact in time but congratulations to those who have
taken up the challenge and done so much to establish the corridor activities.
Proposals for Corridors. I would like to report six new links (vines
planted on private property) in the Mooloolah Valley region. All have
been recorded on the RBRN database. Corridors can be drawn on a
map following rivers, creeks, valleys and remnant natural features but
in most areas the focus on identifying corridors to form “Links” and
“Stations” that are strongest where Coordinators have Community
Support. The greatest benefits are from planting vines to form these
corridors by coordinators who have focused on the birdwing recovery.
These individuals have worked well within the guidelines put in place
by the RBRN.
Results. That Landcare Groups and their nurseries have been essential for propagating native plants including the birdwing vine but they
still need a very dedicated Corridor Coordinator to steer the Group. I
wish to thank all the Corridor Coordinators for their support and for
preparing reports for this Newsletter.
……………………………………….
THE MAIN DIVIDE

Hugh Krenske

Veronica Newbury who has handled the role of Corridor Coordinator,
moved to live in Western Australia early in 2009. I have since taken on
the role of Corridor Coordinator for the Main Range. We all extend a
big ‘thank you’ to Veronica for the work she has done as Coordinator
since 2006, especially by organizing meetings, workshops and liaising
with Toowoomba Regional Council on behalf of the Network, by helping selecting sites to plant vines in Stations, and with vine planting
days involving the community.
Throughout the year, more birdwing vines have been planted in our
targeted areas of Murrumba Road Park, Tobruk Drive rainforest gully,
in the bushland areas on Prince Henry Drive and in the grounds of the
University of Southern Queensland, planted by their Environment
Club. One event in Tobruk drive was done as part of National Tree
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Day in July 2008 while several other plantings were done in the
same gully in late 2008 and again in early 2009 by students from Clifford Park School. A small number of vines in the moister areas of the
gully are already reaching the lower levels of the trees near they
were planted, but they have a way to go before they match the vigour
of some of the vines growing in private gardens around Toowoomba!
Students from Clifford Park School have to be thanked for their work
in maintaining these vines.
Fortunately, the past summer has had a number of wet periods
which has sustained the planted vines in the parks. Several hundred
vines have been planted into private gardens as well, following promotions, publicity and planting events. A recent planting in a bushland reserve at Ravensbourne was postponed due to wet weather
and difficulty in accessing the area at that time, although many vines
were planted nearby. This planting will resume most likely in July or
August. This site is regarded as significant as it will form a part of an
east west corridor between the Main Dividing Range and the D’Aguilar Range east of the Somerset and Wivenhoe Dams. Another approach has been made by Ergon to plant vines in the moist gullies on
its ‘pole-growing’ property (1000 ha) immediately south of the
Ravensbourne National Park. The vines planted in Redwood Park
are less accessible. A few vines have died, some have struggled,
while several others have flourished. Because of difficulties to obtain
water for these vines, it was decided to focus only on those that
showed some growth vigour and were reaching into the lower levels
of the nearby trees. No extra plantings have been made in this park.
The nursery used for propagating the birdwing vines is maintained by
Friends of the Escarpment Parks, Toowoomba. The nursery has approximately 500 vines of both food plant species, Pararistolochia
praevenosa and P. laheyana, all ready for planting with another thousand seedlings that should be ready for planting by summer. Unfortunately, we received very few seed capsules in 2008 and none this
year. New seedlings numbering about 200 have been recently potted
up with the help of Green Corp. In 2006 and 2007, we were fortunate
in obtaining cuttings and 5 seed capsules of Pararistolochia laheyana
and we have had considerable success propagating vines from cuttings and the seeds of this mountain species. About 20 of the seedlings are growing vigorously up the stakes provided. The cuttings
have done better with some, still in larger pots, producing flowers.
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A NATIONAL TREASURE ! PAUL GRIMSHAW DISCOVERED THIS
OLD VINE (400 YEARS +) ON A NATURE REFUGE AT DULONG
AND ASCENDING A DECIDUOUS FICUS VIRENS

RBRN BIRDW ING VINE TRELLIS - IDEAL FOR COMMUNITY &
SCHOOL PROJECTS (DESIGNED BY RAY SEDDON)

Greg Siepen

Initial attempts to plant some of the larger cuttings did not succeed,
and the vines were transferred back into pots after some months. We
intend to do more experimenting with vines cultured from cuttings.
…………………………………
BRISBANE - INNER & NORTHERN SUBURBS

Richard Bull

Overview:
Activities of the Inner-Brisbane/Northern Suburbs Corridor Coordinator
centred mainly on the Indooroopilly-Kenmore area on the north side of
the Brisbane River. Corridor establishment was focused on the Witton
and Cubberla Creek catchments and their confluence with the Brisbane River. The Lower Witton Creek re-vegetation project and adjacent private properties have been planted with numerous Pararistolochia praevenosa vines and include several very extensive vine
‘curtains’ along the creek bank (private land) where optimum growing
conditions exist. Exceptionally favourable rain events during the 20089 spring and summer season have maintained high soil moisture levels
and encouraged vigorous growth of new vines and lush young foliage
on old vines.
Birdwing sightings:
Two birdwing butterfly sightings were recorded for the Lower Witton
Creek area with a female observed laying eggs on vine foliage in the
canopy of 7-8m tall black bean trees in Goldieslie Park on 31st January
and a large male seen flying in a garden on the banks of the creek at
the rear of the ‘Boulevarde Wedding Reception complex’ 200m further
upstream on 24th February. Caterpillars were observed in February on
vines where the female was observed ovipositing and it is now certain
that Birdwings are breeding in small numbers along the Brisbane River
once again. Continuing wet weather through autumn and winter promises good over-wintering survival rates for pupae and it should be
pretty safe to predict regular sightings in the Cubberla-Witton- Brookfield areas this coming spring and summer.
Corridor extensions:
With good numbers of recent and older plantings of food plant vines in
the lower catchment areas of Cubberla and Witton Creeks, it is essential that activities concentrate on extending the corridors with new
plantings from these nuclei, to the nearby suburbs such as Toowong
(Botanical Gardens), Bardon and Mt Coot-tha, to the north and across
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the Brisbane River to Chelmer, Sherwood and Yeerongpilly. Further
enrichment by increasing food plant numbers is planned for the impressive University Mine Re-vegetation Project and on private properties backing onto minor tributaries of the upper Cubberla and Witton
Creeks at Chapel Hill and on lower Mt Coot-tha.
Vine Vigour. Observations of vine plantings in the field have confirmed several key factors affecting survival and vigour of vines after
planting in the ground. First, the most important of these is vine size
and age. Small vines (<0.75 m) have a very low survival rate and if
they are still alive after 12 months, invariably make little or no growth.
Conversely, large vines grown in med-large pots (>150 mm) for 2 or
more years of 1.5 m or larger size continue to grow after planting and
in favourable conditions reach 4-6m height within several months. In
short, (i) young and small vines are highly susceptible to planting
shock, whereas (ii) old vines appear to have far more robust and resilient root systems.
Secondly, choice of a planting site will strongly influence vine growth,
with those in good soil exposed to direct sun for all, or at least part of
the day, do infinitely better than those planted in full shade beneath
the canopy of existing tree cover. My experience strongly supports
planting vines in full, or part sun, wherever possible.
………………………………………………….
EERWAH VALE

Annette House

It's been a good season for Richmond Birdwing sightings in this Corridor, with regular sightings at Belli Creek, Mt Eerwah and Musavale
Rd, Eerwah Vale. The Corridor Co-ordinator has found wild vines at
Mt Eerwah and vines have been found on Musavale Road, at both
Cooroy and Eerwah Vale. There have been plantings of vines at a
number of locations, particularly near butterfly sightings.
An unwelcome piece of news for residents came with the plans to
erect a huge electricity-carrying line from Woolooga (West of Gympie)
to Eumundi. The last 8.5 kms will be through a new easement 60 m
wide and is going to bisect the last healthy north-western colony of
Birdwing butterflies. The proposed power line easement directly bisects the butterfly colony and the Pararistolochia praevenosa vines
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have been found right in the middle of the easement to be cleared.
This is a huge blow for the future of the colony and to our local RBRN
Members. The butterfly immature stages can not be translocated easily and are likely to be destroyed by clearing of the rainforest, particularly if they are pupae that are always difficult to find in the canopy
from April to September. This has serious ramifications for the future
survival of the species in our area and losses of wild vines will enhance contraction in the northern range of this threatened butterfly.
Habitat destruction, sometimes driven by commercial interests, is one
of the main threats killing our precious invertebrates and flora and
fauna. But it is not all doom and gloom elsewhere in our region. Fortunately we found a grove of wild vines on the slopes of Mt Eerwah that
are very healthy and old, and fairly high up on the southern side of the
mountain, nestled on what would appear to be a small patch of basalt.
Mt Eerwah is a fabulous wilderness. The mountain itself is tonolite, a
very old granitic rock with a lot of Andesite but there would appear to
be small patches of Basalt around 320 m elevation covered in rainforest. The grove of birdwing vines is nestled in between strangler figs
and various rainforest species, all with the usual indicator species,
e.g. Flagellaria indica being the most abundant around the Pararistolochia vines. Calamus (wait-a-while) is also in profusion in the area.
There is also a large population of scrub turkeys very important to
spread the Pararistolochia seeds around. Patches of the canopy have
been knocked out and these have become a sea of lantana. There is
evidence of small mammal activity and Potoroos have been spotted in
the Connondale Ranges to the West in the last couple of weeks which
is another great find. I hope we still have some of these rare animals
on the mountain as well. The bird life is prolific, lots of wrens flitting
around; golden whistlers and other rainforest species are always calling.
Walking into a grove of vines is always an enormous thrill and the
birdwings usually appear when I am unprepared - without GPS or
camera! But I am soon always back soon after to take samples of the
vine which need to be pressed and sent to the herbarium to be recorded in the databank. Ray Seddon has also asked me to record pH
levels in the soils, preferred by the vine. There are accounts of other
historic vine locations in the records for this Corridor. One of the major
tasks of the coming year is to see if any of any of these have survived.
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REDLANDS AND EASTERN SUBURBS
John Moss & Lois Hughes
We are pleased to report good progress, both by expanding the number of vines planted and the excellent growth of established plants,
with minimal losses overall. Since reporting these plantings 12
months ago, members would have noticed the proliferation of planted
vines (in Bayside Brisbane and Redland City) appearing on Hugh
Krenske`s maps in the Data Base in the 12 months up to March 2009.
The Redlands City Council's native garden centre at Runnymede Rd.
Capalaba has plans to expand their butterfly host plant garden to include further Birdwing Vine plantings.
Good seasonal rains in our area have certainly accelerated the
growth of many of the original 30 odd vines in the Mt. Cotton area
( planted from April 2008 ). A similar number of vines in the Butterfly
Garden and the Arboretum at the Eprapah Scout property at Victoria
Point, have likewise responded to the good seasonal conditions. A
few earlier planted vines 9planted 2003 - 2004) have regularly flowered and are fruiting. Progeny from seeds of these, well advanced
and held in 12 cm pots, are now being planted out at other sites in
Eprapah.
………………………………………………………….
SCENIC RIM REGION

Keith McCosh

Once again Tamborine Mountain was a centre of attention. Birdwing
butterflies were sighted at their usual haunts across the mountain and
even a brand new vine on Knoll Road was host for a caterpillar. I
sighted a few male butterflies at the new Skywalk off Tamborine
Mountain Road on Cedar Creek – there are native vines in the area.
This year the butterflies were also seen on Beechmont Plateau on a
property with old planted vines - which just goes to show that if you
plant vines close to corridors then the Birdwings will come.
Strategy for Recovery. Recovery is structured around first, building up
the colony that is centred on Tamborine Mountain. This area has
regular sightings, a network of natural and planted vines, and corridors to the south and east. Secondly, activities will focus on enhancing corridors from Tamborine Mountain to the Gold Coast, to BeechRichmond Birdwing Recovery Network Newsletter No 15 July 2009
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mont and Springbrook, to the McPherson Range, and then north
along the Albert River. Corridors require both thick native vegetation
(creek forests and rainforests) and Birdwing Vines. The Gold Coast
Corridor area began with birdwing recovery actions after the RBRN
Workshop, held in June 2008. The linkages towards the Gold Coast
are quite extensive already with numerous scrubby creeks leading off
the mountain and natural vines in some of them, along with a network
of planted vines on Land for Wildlife properties. Other colonies can
then be increased in the Beechmont / Binna Burra area and Canungra/O’Reilly’s area.
Stations. This season Tamborine Mountain Landcare has planted
vines in Council Reserves across the mountain in association with
their rainforest recovery activities. These Reserves are also being
made suitable for future planting of vines through weed removal and
tree planting. More vines are scheduled to be planted soon. Scenic
Rim Regional Council is supportive of this initiative in their Reserves
and the Recovery Network effort.
Links. A number of additional links were created through distribution of
vines to suitable Land for Wildlife properties on Tamborine Mountain.
These will take a few seasons to become a significant resource and
have not been listed on the vines database. The new Skywalk has
now been identified as a significant link, with a sizeable grove of natural vines. A Tamborine Mountain Landcare project was instrumental
in securing this area from weeds.
Threats. The Coomera River at Witheren has an infestation of the
South American poisonous weed, Dutchman’s Pipe (Aristolochia elegans), which needs to be treated. Scenic Rim Regional Council may
be able to initiate some activity here. This area is a likely corridor from
Tamborine Mountain to Beechmont – in the past the whole valley was
full of subtropical rainforest and no doubt prime butterfly habitat.
Organisational Arrangements. I have been involved with Tamborine
Mountain Natural History Association and Tamborine Mountain Landcare in a community coordination initiative, supported by Council.
This will aim to keep local actions on track and look for opportunities
to extend Birdwing recovery on Tamborine Mountain. Expansion to
Beechmont and Canungra will occur in the next few years. Some
Links and Stations already occur in these areas and liaison with com
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munity groups is now well established. A special regional workshop is
needed to start more significant activities in this area.
The locations of vines will continue to be mapped and new locations
are regularly found and then entered in the RBRN database.
……………………………………………
MARY RIVER CATCHMENT, SOUTHERN REGION
Vanessa Bugg
The Mary River catchment is a very large area. I have been looking
after the southern region. Eva Ford has been looking after the northern parts of the Mary River Catchment but in reality, we tend to share
areas and often work together.
One of the highlights for the 2008-09 season was when we combined
Eva’s Frog survey work (which is part of her MRCCC work) with Richmond Birdwing - wild vine hunting. A 250-acre property was visited up
on the ranges near Montville where it was bordered by 2 creeks,
hence the frog survey. Birdwing butterflies have been seen each year
on the property and the owners have planted 30 vines around the
property, but they are not yet well enough established to support the
butterflies that had been seen. We arrived at mid afternoon one day to
witness 2 males courting a female while she was happily feeding on a
planted Geisha Girl (Duranta) in the front garden. We also discovered
4 larvae on a well-established 5 year old birdwing vine growing along
the patio railing.
After a tour of the property and visiting possible vine locations we
were dropped off in the late afternoon by a large patch of rainforest.
We looked for wild vines until we lost light then walked back in the
dark down to the creeks, hunting for our frogs. Then success! Just a
few metres in from then edge of the forest we found a very lonely,
trampled vine - possibly 5 years old but very stunted, due to the fact
that cattle used this area and had obviously trampled on it many
times. We ventured further into the rainforest where it was undisturbed, too thick for cattle and where found numerous well-established
50 plus, year old wild vines, growing in the rainforest. Failing light prevented us from searching any further but I feel confident that there are
most likely other pockets of wild vines.
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A very well attended RBRN / MRCCC birdwing workshop was held in
Gympie in February 2009. This enabled those interested from places
further north to attend, hence spreading the word about the plight of
the Richmond birdwing butterfly and the need to create corridors on
the northern edge of its natural range. Many more vines have been
planted in and around the Mary River Catchment, but as yet no confirmed sightings of the birdwing butterfly, or of wild birdwing vines
have been reported. Over the past 12 months I have also been out
verifying wild and planted vine sites for MRCCC, which I then record
in the RBRN National Database. I would like to thank Don Sands for
all his help and sharing of knowledge.
…………………………………………………………..
TEWANTIN / NOOSA

Joan Heavey

This season, 2008 – 2009 has been a busy year, planting and registering birdwing vines in the Tewantin and Noosa areas. After deciding
to create a link by planting 30 vines in our housing estate, our efforts
have proven very successful with most vines doing extremely well. All
residents who purchased vines are very impressed with the progress
and none have died to date which is very satisfying. I have also been
contacted by a couple of residents in the Boreen Point area and near
Tewantin who advised they have planted vines on their properties
which are also growing very well. They are now attempting to encourage other residents in the area to also plant birdwing vines. I have
also been checking progress of the 30 vines planted in Wallace Park
at Noosaville, which was funded by the Noosa Parks Association.
Most vines are growing well, though a couple are a little slow and unfortunately one has died, but overall the planting of these vines has
also been a success.
As mentioned in our recent report, the Bushland Care group I am involved with received a Federal Government grant under the Caring
for our Country Community Coastcare scheme, which included funding for the purchase of 50 Pararistolochia praevenosa vines to plant
in our local park, where the group undertakes volunteer bush regeneration in the riparian areas. Unfortunately due to the heavy rain over
the last few months, the planting has been delayed, but is expected to
commence within the next couple of weeks. These vines will boost
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numbers in this area considerably when taking into account the few
wild vines found growing in the park and the two Links recently created. However, I was a little disappointed to discover the large old
vine on the edge of the park did not produce any ripe fruit capsules
this year. I am not sure of the reason, as I had seen green fruit on
the vine, but none seemed to mature. Hopefully next season will be
more productive.
I have finally completed survey forms for all wild vines found as well
as the planted vines and have forwarded them for entering into the
data base.
…………………………………………………………..
MID SUNSHINE COAST

Kylie Walker

SUMMARY OF COORDINATOR ACTIVITIES
10/07/08
26/08/08
25/10/08

Rocky creek plant out . Gubbi Gubbi land - 30 VINES
Maleny garden club presentation
Diamond valley plantout with Mooloolah Waterwatch 10 VINES
05/11/08 Surveyed Australia Zoo for Pararistolochia praevenosa.
15/11/08 Steve Irwin Day
03/12/08 Surveyed Jowarra NP (still under survey)
08/01/09 Korean student volunteers - POT OUT
22 /0 /09 Woodford bush house presentation
21/02/09 Mooloolah Waterwatch presentation
06/03/09 Surveyed Australia Zoo finding 1 egg and a 3rd instar
caterpillar.
28/05/09 Chancellor park primary school presentation
02& 03/05/09 Maleny wood expo
24/05/09 Beerwah Garden Expo.
04/ 06/09 Mary Cairncross Park volunteers presentation
28/06/09 World Environment Day -Chancellor Park University
NEW CORRIDORS
1/ Mooloolah River, South Arm. This arm of the river begins in the
state forest. This state forest is situated just over the hill from the
Mary Cairncross Reserve. There are 3 new links along this arm of
the river.
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2/ Mooloolah River, North Arm. This arm of the river begins out towards Diamond Valley and runs adjacent with Diamond Valley road,
into Mooloolah township. There are 3 new links along this arm of the
Mooloolah River with more to come.
3/ From Mooloolah township through to Glenview to Jowarra NP.
1 new Link at Glenview. Surveyed at Glenview primary school with 10
vines. Glenview property was surveyed where we found 23 natural
vines. That makes a total of 7 new Links throughout Mooloolah area.
All are now entered on the RBRN Data Base.
…………………………………..
GLASS HOUSE MOUNTAINS

Gwen Malcolm

As a new Corridor Co-ordinator for the RBRN, this has been an exciting year for me. Planning corridors has been relatively easy as this
area has lots of small creek lines which still have natural vegetation.
Being a long term member “20 years” of our local environment group,
Glasshouse Mountains Advancement Network Inc. (GMAN), has been
a distinct advantage, as it has given me a ready source of contacts.
Some of us had been extending our plantings for the past couple of
years using seed from our own vines. Our group already has a nursery
to grow local native plants and we have extended this nursery to include a separate section for Pararistolochia praevenosa. With a Grant
we were able to build a Shade House specifically for this purpose.
With advice from Ray Seddon, Lower Sunshine Coast Corridor Coordinator & Corridor Convener, and the permit to propagate endorsed under the RBRN EPA Project, we have begun growing birdwing vines
from seeds. To date all of our seed has been sourced from mature
vines growing on our own or the properties of other Glass House residents. Our “Link” plantings were initially carried out on private properties using 100 vines supplied by Ray Seddon.
Volunteers for Community plantings. Since then these plantings have
been extended using our first grown in our nursery. Vines have also
been planted in two public parkland areas and supplied to Glass
House Mountains state school.
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Publicity has been through our group newsletter and with articles in
our local newspaper, to help educate the community about the threatened birdwing butterfly. Currently we have a number of people waiting
for available stock of vines. The most exciting news has been the reported sighting of at least four butterflies in the Glass House area and
best of all, a beautiful male was seen on my own property! All vines
planted and birdwing sightings have been recorded on the RBRN National Data Base.
…………………………………………..
D’AGUILAR RANGE

Diane Sattler

Great interest in the Richmond birdwing was shown by approximately
20 people attending the RBRN information day at the Bush Family
Connection at Woodford in January this year (2009). Valuable information on the butterfly was presented by Ray Seddon and Kylie
Walker followed with an address on the food plant species. The
Birdwing vines were snapped up quickly and I have had follow-up reports of successful planting, which could have something to do with all
the rain we have had in this region over the past few months.
Feedback in the form of sightings has come from Delaney’s Creek
and Kilcoy / Mt Archer (male Birdwing) areas. I have planted 4 vines
on my property in a lovely damp area which backs on to Monkeybong
Creek, Woodford and all vines are now finding their way climbing up
trees and fences. I look forward to next years Richmond Birdwing Information Day at Bush Family Connections in Woodford.
……………………………………………………
MARY RIVER CATCHMENT, NORTHERN REGION

Eva Ford

Working with the community and the RBRN is the easy part. Remembering what I did with those folk over the past 12 months is the challenge! The other challenge is fitting in all the birdwing-related activities
that one would like to participate in. But this is most people’s story so I
won’t seek any compassion from anyone listening to this report!
However, as I dredge through the memory banks I see an image of
scientists, experts, corridor coordinators, and one small boy taking on
the challenge of mountainous scree slopes in the mid-day sun in
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October 2008; sweat pouring, hearts pounding and racing against this
small boy who clambered up the slopes with the greatest of ease.
Some of us flagged below while others made it to the top in an effort
to find elusive natural vines around Glastonbury Mountain. Following
up on a very old record of Pararistolochia praevenosa from the
Hughes’ property on the western gullies, Vanessa and I decided that
it was worth a look and organised the outing. Despite not finding the
Holy Grail, it was a delightful day with other exciting finds along the
way (see report in RBRN Newsletter, January 2009).
Though we would all like to have time to frolic around the countryside
most of the time, there is other important business to attend to. There
are funds to be sought and vines to purchase and disseminate to all
the wonderful property owners who put their effort into planting and
caring for their vines. Thanks to support from the Sunshine Coast and
Gympie Regional Councils, this past 12 months has seen over 400
vines provided to planters in the Mary catchment, particularly the
Sunshine Coast and Gympie regions. The funding has also enabled
the Mary River Catchment Coordinating Committee (MRCCC) to
maintain records of natural and planted vines and butterfly sightings.
With help from Vanessa, we are now getting many records into the
National Database to get this area on the map! Gradually spots on
the map are appearing mostly due to recently planted vines but there
are also several older vines from past CSIRO days being recorded
along with the occasional butterfly sighting and natural vine. Some
planted vines flower and even produce fruit which adds an element of
excitement! Unfortunately we haven’t been able to extend the natural
vine records north of the Eumundi-Kenilworth line but continue to
work on it. With unofficial vine records from Fraser Island and butterfly sightings around Bauple and Hervey Bay, there is still hope that
this creature may be tenuously hanging on in its former range. This
makes the creation of corridor links in the northerly direction just that
bit more purposeful.
With the very successful Workshop held in Gympie in February 2009,
which attracted over 60 locals and visitors from afar, we look forward
to the possibility of yet another ‘last’ workshop further north in the
Maryborough / Hervey Bay region. I have to say from my experience
with the communities of the Mary catchment and surrounding areas
that there is huge interest in environmental issues and a swell of
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change occurring in management practices. It is up to us to provide
information, which is beneficial to all walks of life, and to seek assistance where we can to get people started.
New Corridor Coordinators, Col Bowman and Kelvin Nielsen have
eased the demands for school programs in the Mary River Catchment. Vanessa continues to be a force with her continued field verification and data entry for birdwing sightings, wild and planted vines. I
am very grateful for their input into this very large geographical area
that we work in. Support from stalwarts Don Sands, Ray and Pam
Seddon do not go unnoticed by me either and I look forward to working closely with them again in the coming year.
Over the next 12 months I would love to see RBRN utilising the power
of the beautiful and iconic Richmond birdwing butterfly to encourage
and instigate broader benefits to whole ecosystems - through rainforest protection and rehabilitation. I will gladly continue to be part of this
thrust in the magnificent Mary River Catchment on behalf of MRCCC
and RBRN.
………………………………………..
Minutes of General Meeting of RBRN, 5 December 2008
Location: CSIRO Long Pocket 120 Meiers Rd. Indooroopilly. Meeting
Opened: 11.15 am
Chairperson: Dr Don Sands asked all present to sign the attendance sheet.
Apologies: Rosie Booth, Eva Ford, Joan Heavey, Steve Hooper, Chris

Hosking, Ian Gynther, Kay Krenske, Greg Siepen, Alan Scott, Anne Stone,
Election of New Members : Confirmation of appointment of Brian Lowry
(Project Liaison ) and Steve Hooper (Information Officer) to RBRN Council,

was followed by an announcement of current RBRN Council members.
Minutes : Date and location of last General Meeting: 9 5.08 CSIRO 120
Meiers Rd Indooroopilly Minutes of last General Meeting as circulated in the
Newsletter no 12. Moved be accepted : Dawn Muir Seconded Dick Bull. Motion carried.
Business arising: Don spoke to the role of the Corridor Co-ordinators (as
attached). The position is to be appointed on a rolling basis and now that
the corridors are becoming clearly defined
Treasurer’s Report Don Sands reported that RBRN funds were now down
to $3,000 though there was a good chance for further funding.
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Three grant application were submitted:- 1 A travel budget from the Federal Government; 2. $9,000 for variable projects including display boards
from the Brisbane City Council; and 3, application to SEQ Catchments
(industry funding).
General Business:
Corridor Coordinators . Ray Seddon introduced his new role as Corridor
Convenor. It was moved by Don Sands and seconded by Dick Bull that Jacqui Seal be appointed a Corridor Coordinator for the Gold Coast region.

Motion carried. Previous Coordinators were not re-nominated at the meeting
but will be asked if they wish to be re-nominated (before 30 December).
President Don Sands acknowledged SEQC, Council Members for their
contribution during the year and particularly, CSIRO for the use of the printers for the newsletters and venues for meetings.
The President requested that all hard copies of official correspondenc e
from Council and Corridor coordinators to be lodged with himself for filing, or
the Secretary. He referred to insurance requirements for hard copy records.
Don Sands reported that the RBRN Final Report for SEQC Projects (20072009) had been lodged.
RBRN Field days ; Discussion on the feasibility of conducting field days in

2009 was held and the meeting agreed that these might well be held on a
local community needs-basis. Don Sands reported that there had been requests from communities to broaden the scope of workshops – on topics
such as an ecological approach, rather than concentrating on the identification of butterflies. Hugh Krenske suggested that mini workshops could be
held with Land for Wildlife people, including hands-on planting of vines.
Workshops 2009: one more in the current format to be held at Gympie, with

another requested for Harvey Bay.
Don Sands asked for ideas for publicity, speakers for GM's 2009 and discussion of past speakers, formal review (including cost benefits) of RBRN for
preparation and publication, and proposed school projects. Members to contact him or Council members with ideas.
Support was given to the proposal that all media, school addresses, talks,
and publicity, be sent or copied to Council Member, Steve Hooper
(Information Officer) and texts adjusted where necessary. The date, place
and topics covered should be sent to Steve Hooper to be recorded and published as appropriate. Don Sands reported that it is hoped the Richmond
Birdwing butterfly will be featured in the new logo or “brand” for the Sunshine
Coast Council.
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Don Sands acknowledged Steve Petrovich for his DNA-vine contributions.
Steve was the first research student supported by the RBRN. This research
is reported in the Newsletter No 13. Don commented on the concept of “local
provenance” and stated that if the demand for local provenance be raised for
any other species then that demand should be challenged to produce research evidence to support the claim.
Don Sands announced the conclusion of tissue culture studies by Peter Bakker. He commented that, although Peter had had success with tissue culture,
success in germinating seeds had been so great that tissue culture would
prove too slow to be viable.
3. Reports
T-shirts (Pam Seddon) (attached). Advice is to be sought from the Treasurer regarding the GST position and requirements of the RBRN constitution in view of the proposal of selling the T-shirts commercially through
tourist information centres etc . Ray Seddon reported that Mary Cairncross Park Information Centre had already expressed a desire to sell the
T-shirts and the vines.
Database & Corridor Mapping and W ebsite (Hugh Krenske, Ray and

Pam Seddon)
Hugh Krenske reported that SEQ Catchments are superimposing RBRN
data on their maps with really professional results. Also reported
- 5544 vines (both wild and planted) have been recorded with data coming
in from other landcare groups all the time.
- The latest addition to the website of the F A Q section is working well,
- A large “commercial” contact with the website was reported. This may well
be potential inquiries about the sale of specimens.
- Although the current server is working well, if usage should increase, another server might need to be found.
Ray Seddon reported on the development of corridors being based on reports of old growth vines and with little groups of people willing to help as
coordinators in their areas, it is now possible to chart smaller areas as
“corridors” and to extend corridors to the north, south and west of the
Sunshine Coast, e.g. Glasshouse Mts., Mt Mee, and Woodford.
Captive Rearing Project Don Sands reported that trial of methodology of

butterfly mating had been successful. Unfortunately, the captive breeding
cage at the Gold Creek Nursery had been destroyed in the recent flooding
along Moggill Creek. Dale Borgelt reported that 200 vines had been lost in
the recent storms. Jacqui Seal described the successful captive breeding
program at the Currumbin flight cage.
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Network’s Future : There is a requirement in the RBRN constitution that

five years is to be the life of the Network in its current form. Don Sands
pointed out that the network had achieved almost all of its original aims
and needs to develop plans for the future. Following discussion, Don
Sands proposed that the Network accept the invitation from the Wildlife
Preservation Society of Queensland WPSQ to merge with WPSQ and to
consider the way in which such a merger would enable the Network to
maintain the Network’s autonomy, newsletter, database, website and
educational and community activities. Motion carried. The meeting
agreed that Dr Brian Lowry (as a committee member of both WPSQ and
RBRN) would liaise with both groups in developing possible formats for
merging. The plan/s would need to be put to financial members for ratification before 30 June 2010
The President made a request for the suggestions for General Meetings
and topics for 2009 - topics, dates, days, times and speakers.
Invited Speaker: Invited guest speaker Dr Alan Yen with the topic Invertebrate Conservation – Words of Wisdom from South of the Border
was introduced by Dr Gary Fitt, Deputy Chief, CSIRO Entomology. Fol-

lowing a most interesting address in which Dr Yen discussed the conservation management in Victoria of the Eltham Copper Butterfly , the
Golden Sun Moth and the Giant Gippsland Earthworm, the President
Don Sands thanked Dr Yen and presented him with a print of the Richmond Birdwing Butterfly.
Close of Meeting . 2.00 pm

RBRN acknowledges a grant from Brisbane City Council’s Environmental Grants Program, towards producing this Newsletter and other
RBRN activities. The laptop computer, projector and support equipment used by RBRN were funded by a grant from the Queensland
Government’s Gambling Community Benefit Fund. RBRN also acknowledges the Federal Department of Families, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs for a grant to purchase and install an
insect-rearing facility
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RECOMMENDED NURSERIES FOR QUALITY BIRDWING VINES
Gary Einam, Proplant Nursery,
80 Robbs Road,
Morayfield, Qld 4506.
einam@westnet.com.au
Mob. 0429 342 259

Graeme Wilson
Moggill Creek Nursery
Gold Creek, Qld 4069
zzzgrw@bigpond.com
(07) 3374 1218

Brisbane City Agent for Proplant
Richard Bull
richard.bull@uqconnect.net
(07) 3378 0340
Ray Seddon
PO Box 317
Beerwah, Qld 4519.
theseddons@westnet.com.au

Graham McDonald
12 Pharlap Ave
Mudgeeraba, Qld 4213
grhamcd14@bigpond.com

MEMBERSHIP OF RBRN
The Annual Subscription to RBRN, for members or family membership is $10.00.
Subscriptions are payable by 1 July each year.
New members will receive the last published Newsletter with
their receipt when they join RBRN. When renewing, Members
will receive a Membership Card, instead of a receipt
(unless a receipt is requested).
If a Member pays a year in advance the membership will be extended automatically to cover the following year
unless advised otherwise.
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RBRN T-SHIRT
ORDER FORM: PLEASE MARK SIZE REQUIRED AND
QUANTITY

$28.00 + $5.50 postage. Post your order to: Pam Seddon,
P.O. Box 317, Beerwah, Qld, 4519 Ph: (07) 5494 0383
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NEWS OR QUESTIONS FOR THE NEXT
NEWSLETTER
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
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RBRN Corridor Coordinators *
Convenor Ray Seddon (Lower Sunshine Coast)
theseddons@westnet.com.au
Kylie Walker (Mid Sunshine Coast)
kyliewalker@comcen.com.au

Dale Borgelt (Brisbane W. Subs.)
daleborgelt@bigpond.com

Lois Hughes (Brisbane E. Subs.)
Ph. (07) 3206 6229

Jacqui Seal (Gold Coast)
jacquiseal@yahoo.com.au

Philip Moran (N. Sunshine Coast)

Ruth Lechte (S-E. Sunshine Coast)
ruth.lechte@pacific.net.au

pmoran@noosa.qld.gov.au

Vanessa Bugg (Mary River Catchment, S) Hugh Krenske (Main Divide)
admin@australianbutterflies.com.au
hkrenske@tellsystems.com.au
John Moss (Redlands)
Ph. (07) 3245 2997

Eva Ford (Mary River Catchment, N)
mrccceva@qld.wide.net.au

Richard Bull (Cubberla / Witton Creek)
richard.bull@uqconnect.com

Keith McCosh (Beaudesert Shire)
keith-mccosh@hotmail.com

Annette House (Eerwah Vale)
annie@flexinet.com.au

Gwen Malcolm (Glasshouse M’tns)
bobgwenm@bigpond.com

Joan Heavey (Tewantin)
joan.dennis@bigpond.com

Dianne Sattler (D’Aguilar Range, N)
mcc2@aapt.net.au

Victoria Cameron
(Caboolture / Bribie Island)
victroriazcameron@hotmail.com

Colin Bowman (Bauple)
mob. Ph. 0427 739 576

Kevin Nielsen (Cooloola Region)
cooloolanature@westnet.com.au

* Corridor Coordinators represent the RBRN and its members at local
Richmond birdwing events and act as Network contacts for the community
in their areas. Coordinators provide each year a report on the on-going
habitat fragmentation and rehabilitation of corridors, as well as provide
records for birdwing vines planted at Stations (public land) and at Links
(private properties) in their areas. Wherever possible they assist local
members with vine identifications, monitor vine survival, advice for
planting vines and forward new records of the wild birdwing vines for
mapping and entry into the RBRN Birdwing Data Base .
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NOTICE OF GENERAL MEETING
The next Meeting of the Richmond Birdwing
Recovery Network Inc. will be held 11.00 am - 12.30 pm
in the Theatrette on -

SATURDAY 26th SEPTEMBER 2009 AT

MARY CAIRNCROSS SCENIC
RESERVE
Mountain View Road, Maleny
…………………………………..

2 - 4 pm

POST-MEETING TOUR FOR MEMBERS
OF BIRDWING BREEDING SITES
LED BY SUNSHINE COAST - LAND FOR WILDLIFE
OFFICER - NICK CLANCY
RSVP by 22 September 2009 (for catering & tour):
Dawn Muir ph. 3870 8076 or email dawnmuir@optusnet.com.au
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