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Our cover illustration of a larva and pupa of the Richmond 
Birdwing butterfly is from an original illustration by Lois 
Hughes. Prints beautifully reproduced on quality paper (295 x 
210 cm) are available from Lois Hughes (ph. (07) 3206 6229) 
at  $30  per print + postage.  
 
 
The RICHMOND BIRDWING RECOVERY NETWORK INC. promotes 
conservation of the Richmond birdwing butterfly Ornithoptera richmondia, 
its food plants, Pararistolochia spp. and protection of its habitats. 
Membership of the Network is open to anyone interested in conserving 
the Richmond birdwing and other insects of conservation concern. The 
RBRN encourages liaison between community members, catchment and 
Landcare groups, and relevant local and state government authorities. 
The RBRN holds quarterly General Meetings and occasional Regional or 
Special Meetings. A Newsletter is published 3-4 times annually. 
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EDITORIAL 
 

Spring and Summer of 2009 / 2010 has been an unusual period 
environmentally for the Richmond birdwing butterfly and its immature 
development. When Sue Scott (CSIRO Double Helix Science Club) 
and I prepared texts for the book ”Conservation of Birdwing 
Butterflies” in 2002, we were convinced that there were two coastal 
or sub-coastal generations of birdwing butterflies and one on 
mountains of the NSW-Queensland Border Ranges. On the coast 
adults emerged from over-wintering pupae during September and 
October and a second generation emerged from late January 
through to March each year. There was always an overlap of 
generations with “late-comers” from pupae that remained in 
diapause without developing as expected, with these adults 
emerging from November to January - but these were considered 
exceptional events with low numbers of butterflies. Little did we 
realise how recent climatic extremes - might change the life cycle of 
the butterfly over the last decade! In the last two years we have 
observed three distinct generations of Richmond birdwing adults 
emerging during the warmer months. The change has been due to, 
(i) warmer temperatures in spring and (ii) the moist weather and 
better quality (soft leaves + nutrients) in the food plant vines in late 
summer. These climatic conditions have speeded up development of 
the eggs, larvae and pupae in spring, leading to a major emergence 
of adults at about Christmas time. A late summer-autumn generation 
of adults has then been produced as progeny from the Christmas 
time adults.  
 
Congratulations to Ray and Pam Seddon for the “High 
Commendation” listed among nominees for The Sunshine Coast 
Environmental Council Awards. Several RBRN members who 
attended Council’s “The Froggies” afternoon event on 27th November 
2009, were proud to see Ray and Pam’s Topic, “Richmond Birdwing 
Recovery Network’s Richmond Park”. Much valuable information 
about birdwings has continued to flow from the efforts of Ray and 
Pam Seddon and they have added to our scientific knowledge since 
2000. Ray has continued to spread the conservation message on 
the Sunshine Coast and provided much of the evidence we now 
have for recovery of the Richmond birdwing butterfly on the lower 
Blackall Ranges. None will forget their on-going hospitality when we 
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visited their wonderful property at Beerwah, providing us with the 
evidence of success of their practical recovery work and to see the 
butterflies flying and breeding happily I their garden. 
 
A major project has developed recently between RBRN and 
scientific staff from Queensland’s Department of Environment & 
Resource Management (DERM) (see report this issue). An official 
DERM program to study in-breeding depression in the Richmond 
birdwing is well underway and these studies followed from 
preliminary results of work carried out at Gold Creek by RBRN (in 
2008, see RBRN Newsletter No 11: 22-23). We have learnt more 
about climatic stress and mating of birdwings in cages from the 
efforts of DERM staff and I congratulate the senior officers and 
support of their professional staff for this venture, and for 
recognising that collaboration with a community group such as 
RBRN, will add to the knowledge of threatened species generally. 
Threatened species in Queensland are all faced with shrinking 
habitats and the recent climatic extremes, while the genetic 
problems are thought likely to add to the risks of extinction for most 
species, driven by loss of their natural habitats. 
 

Pictures, popular or technical articles to be published in the next 
RBRN Newsletter must be in the hands of the Editor by 30 May 
2010. A special request is made to Corridor Coordinators, to provide 
a report on each regional birdwing activity over the last 12 months. 
The last Newsletter in the RBRN series is expected to be published 
and circulated to members in June 2010. After July 2010, the title for 
the new series will change to Newsletter of the Richmond Birdwing 
Conservation Network. I am hoping that 3 – 4 editions will be 
published annually but please note - the number of editions will 
depend on receiving sufficient articles, notes, technical manuscripts, 
photos and illustrations sent in by members.  
 
After July 2010, the format of the new Newsletter will change very 
little except that there will be both logos of the host organisations on 
the cover - WPSQ and RBCN. Sincere thanks are due to Annette 
Flower, Chris Hosking and Dawn Muir for their assistance with 
editing and binding the current series of RBRN Newsletters. I invite 
members to comment on format and content of the current series of 
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Newsletters and I look forward to making any changes that will 
improve the content, readability or appearance of the future RBCN 
Newsletters.  

……………………………….. 

 

AMALGAMATION OF RBRN WITH THE WILDLIFE 
PRESERVATION SOCIETY OF QUEENSLAND: THE ROLE OF 
THE RBRN TRANSITION COMMITTEE 

Hugh Krenske, Chairman, RBRN Transition Committee  
 
At the 2009 Annual General Meeting, a resolution was passed for the 
Richmond Birdwing Recovery Network Inc. (RBRN), to affiliate  with 
the Wildlife Preservation Society of Queensland Inc. (WPSQ). At the 
last RBRN Council Meeting, held on 4TH February 2010, the RBRN 
Council elected a Transition Committee to plan, oversee and 
implement amalgamation with WPSQ by the end of June 2010. The 
Transition Committee members elected by RBRN Council were as 
follows: Hugh Krenske (Chairman), Dawn Muir (Secretary), Don 
Sands (RBRN-WPSQ Liaison), Greg Siepen (External Grants) and 
Ian Gynther.  
 
The decision by RBRN Council to form the Transition Committee, 
followed from an attractive offer made by WPSQ to amalgamate with 
RBRN under their “umbrella”, in a way that will allow RBRN to 
continue its activities and maintain its identity, without having to 
increase its fees and to encourage members to continue with  
recovery of the threatened Richmond Birdwing butterfly.   
 
The resolution passed at the Annual General Meeting of RBRN on 
26th June 2009 authorizes that, when the Richmond Birdwing 
Recovery Network Inc. amalgamates with the Wildlife Preservation 
Society of Queensland Inc., assets of RBRN are to be transferred to 
WPSQ for exclusive use by the new organization, the Richmond 
Birdwing Conservation Network (RBCN). Members’ funds currently 
held by RBRN are to be transferred to the new organization by 30 
June 2010 unless they indicate otherwise. A resolution will be 
submitted at the next General Meeting to authorize transfer assets 
(Laptop and projector) of RBRN to WPSQ, for use by the Richmond  
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Birdwing Conservation Network, to be formed under the umbrella of 
WPSQ before 1 July 2010.   
 
The Transition Committee has been developing Terms and Conditions 
for the Amalgamation of RBRN with WPSQ. The name chosen by 
RBRN Council for the new Organisation, is to be the "Richmond 
Birdwing Conservation Network" (RBCN), is in line with the changing 
focus on Richmond birdwings from recovery to conservation. Annual 
membership dues of RBCN will remain as for RBRN, at $10.00. 
RBCN members do not need to become full members of WPSQ 
unless they would like to receive the full benefits of WPSQ 
membership. Membership of RBCN does not imply automatic 
membership of the Wildlife Preservation Society of Queensland or 
receipt of all their publications. Any pre-paid membership of RBRN for 
2010—11 or beyond, will automatically be transferred to the new 
Organization RBCN, unless the RBRN member advises otherwise. A 
letter will soon be sent to all financial members to give them the 
opportunity to decline the transfer of their 2010-2011 membership to 
RBCN, if they have already paid in advance.  Otherwise current 
RBRN Members will automatically be invited to join RBCN.  
 
There will be very few noticeable changes to the activities of the 
current Organization, or the format of its publications. Amalgamation 
with WPSQ is expected to enable members to take on some new 
projects previously not possible with the existing RBRN infrastructure 
and its formal financial obligations.  WPSQ will provide RBRN with a 
receipt for the transfer of its funds and assets, for inclusion in 
documentation to be forwarded to the Office of Fair Trading (in 
accordance with the rules of termination of an incorporated voluntary 
community organization) by the end of June 2010. Approvals are 
being sought to share Copyright and Intellectual Property of Richmond 
birdwing butterfly materials, and to allow reproduction in future RBCN 
publications. These are mostly the artwork and photographs owned by 
RBRN members and / or CSIRO that have already been published. 
The Transition Committee and positions currently held on the RBRN 
Council lapse on 30 June 2010. Administrative matters will be 
managed by a new RBCN Management Committee, to be appointed 
at an Inaugural General Meeting, under the umbrella of WPSQ.  
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RBRN T-SHIRTS 
 

PLEASE MARK THE SIZE REQUIRED AND  
QUANTITY WHEN YOU ORDER YOUR T-SHIRTS 

 

$28.00 + $5.50 postage.  
Post your order to: Pam Seddon,  

P.O. Box 317, Beerwah, Qld, 4519   Ph: (07) 5494 0383 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
555555555555555555555555555555555555555..55 

 

THE HUT ENVIRONMENTAL & COMMUNITY 
ASSOCIATION 

At The Hut, 47 Fleming Road, Chapel Hill, Brisbane  
 

Welcomes Members and Visitors to attend its  
General Meeting on 28 April 2010 (7 pm for 7.30 start)  

to hear  an address by Guest Speaker  
 

Dr Ian Gynther 
 

CAPTIVE BREEDING OF RICHMOND BIRDWING 
BUTTERFLIES AT FLEAY’S FAUNA PARK—  

A PROGRESS REPORT 
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A CAPTIVE BREEDING APPROACH TO OVERCOME IN-
BREEDING DEPRESSION IN WILD RICHMOND BIRDWING 
BUTTERFLY POPULATIONS: A PROGRESS REPORT FOR 
2009-10 

Ian Gynther, Rosie Booth, Jacqui Seal and Don Sands 
 

Aims  
In collaboration with the Richmond Birdwing Recovery Network, staff 
from Queensland’s Department of Environment and Resource 
Management (DERM) are experimenting with out-breeding to 
overcome loss of genetic diversity in certain populations of the 
vulnerable Richmond birdwing butterfly Ornithoptera richmondia in 
south-eastern Queensland. Fragmented habitat causes local in-
breeding. This loss of genetic variation compromises the viability of 
wild populations by lowering reproductive success, ultimately 
leading to local extinction. The severity of this effect is worsened by 
climatic events such as drought. Using captive breeding facilities, 
this feasibility study aims to selectively mate adults of different 
genetic stock (from geographically separated sources) and to induce  
the females to lay eggs on potted food plants. After hatching, larvae 
are raised to the third or fourth stage (instar) so that large batches ─ 
between 30 and 60 ─ can be released into the wild at the target in-
breeding sites. If this goal is reached, these sites will be monitored 
to determine whether breeding populations of butterflies have 
successfully re-established.  
 

Methods  
 
The project relied heavily on the techniques developed by Sands 
and Richardson (2008) in a preliminary study at Gold Creek, 
Brisbane.  
 
Facilities. Two enclosures were established to house adults and 
immature O. richmondia ─ one at David Fleay Wildlife Park (DFWP), 
West Burleigh and the other at the Moggill office of DERM, 
Brisbane. The converted enclosure at DFWP once housed koalas 
but for its new role it was fully covered with shade cloth. It was 
sufficiently spacious (8m x 3.5m x 4m high, with a gabled roof) to 
serve as a flight cage for adults and so became the primary facility 
for selective mating and egg-laying. The Moggill enclosure, one of a 
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bank of flat-topped wildlife pens, was smaller (7.7m x 2.4m x 2.4m 
high) and only the roof and western side were covered with shade 
cloth. Because it was not suitable for housing adults, it was used to 
rear larvae through to pupal stage.  
 
Both facilities were concrete-floored and contained rows of potted 
Richmond birdwing vines Pararistolochia praevenosa supported by 
a trellis of vertical and horizontal wires or twines. The vines, 
watered regularly and fertilised with Aquasol monthly, provided 
larval food and, at DFWP, egg-laying sites for adult females. Also 
included at DFWP were various large potted plants such as Ficus, 
Syzygium and Waterhousea for pupation and butterfly roosting 
sites, as well as food for adult butterflies in the form of potted 
Bouganvillea and Pentas. Cut bouquets of white-blossomed 
Eucalyptus and red-flowering Melaleuca were provided daily in 
elevated, water-filled containers. An artificial feeder containing 10 
per cent honey water supplemented the diet if required. At DFWP, 
efforts to eliminate potential predators of O. richmondia included 
sealing possible entry points, baiting outside the cage for rats and 
mice, filling gaps in the enclosure’s structural supports, and 
searching daily for spiders. At Moggill, where predator-proofing was 
not considered feasible, cylindrical nylon mesh sleeves (with or 
without Velcro fasteners) were tied around sections of vine 
supporting a larva or pupa.  
 
A prefabricated shade house (2.4m x 2m x 2m high, covered in 
black shade cloth) and a tent-style, insect-proof screen house 
(3.4m x 3.4m x 2.15m high) were also set up at DFWP. These 
allowed adult male and female butterflies from the same source to 
be held separately, preventing unplanned mating. They also 
allowed pupae nearing eclosion to be isolated. As required, the 
extra enclosures were supplied with potted plants for food and 
roost sites. 
 
Source of stock for breeding. Founder stock for the captive 
breeding feasibility study was sourced from locations on private 
property (under a DERM Scientific Purposes Permit issued to Don 
Sands), involving several separate collections. In the first attempt 
to establish a breeding population, 12 larvae were collected in 
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February 2009 from Beerwah, Sunshine Coast and raised at 
DFWP, with five surviving to pupate and four of the pupae 
successfully overwintering in diapause. Three adult butterflies, all 
males, emerged in September 2009. Efforts to acquire genetically 
unrelated females for mating were unsuccessful. Only one adult 
female was captured at Mudgeeraba, Gold Coast, but was in poor 
condition and died within 24 hours, before being introduced to the 
flight enclosure.  
 

In October 2009, three adult female butterflies, already mated in 
the wild, were captured at the same Beerwah location and taken to 
DFWP. In captivity, all three laid eggs on potted vines. The 
resulting larvae were reared and eventually generated 52 viable 
pupae, which formed the foundation Beerwah stock. 
 
A minimum separation of 40km between parent origins is 
considered adequate to eliminate inbreeding effects for O. 
richmondia, ensuring that first generation offspring will have 
sufficient genetic variation to reduce depression (Sands 2007, 
Sands 2008). Thus, a second source for founder stock was sought 
in a radius of approximately 40km from Beerwah. Because 
catching flying adults was considered too difficult, and finding 
sufficient eggs, larvae or pupae in the wild was unlikely, an 
alternative approach was used.  
 
Advanced, potted Richmond birdwing vines were established in a 
cluster at a location known to be visited by adult females. The 
leaders of each vine were trained up cords attached to a horizontal 
rope, effectively forming a curtain of vines and creating a ‘decoy’ 
egg-laying site. Regular watering was essential to maintain the 
vines’ health and the new growth of soft leaves required to 
encourage oviposition.  
 
Ten potted vines were set up on the slopes of Mount Eerwah, near 
Eumundi on the Sunshine Coast in mid-September 2009. In early 
October, a young larva and five eggs were collected from these 
vines and transported to the Moggill facility for rearing. These 
eventually developed and produced five pupae, which formed the 
foundation of the culture from Mount Eerwah stock. 
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Selective outbreeding. In late December 2009, when the first Mt 
Eerwah adult emerged at Moggill, it and the remaining four pupae 
from the same location were transferred to DFWP. Through careful 
planning and using the various holding facilities, suitable pairings of 
male and female butterflies from the two different founder sources 
were achieved as adults of each stock emerged. Mated females were 
housed in the main flight enclosure to enable eggs (representing a 
Beerwah x Mt Eerwah generation) to be laid.  
 

Results 
 
Of the two adult females and three males that emerged from the five 
Mt Eerwah pupae, all but one male successfully mated with adults of 
Beerwah stock. Three of these four pairings resulted in eggs being 
laid in the enclosure, meeting one of the study’s main objectives. 
Mating continued until early January 2010, when further mating and 
oviposition stopped due to the sudden death of all of the adults in the 
flight cage on 8-9 January 2010. While the cause was unknown, 
ambient temperatures exceeding 35°C, disease agents, higher than 
usual levels of chlorine in the sprinkler water or a combination of 
these factors may have been responsible. 
 
Mortality caused by predation. During this feasibility study, some 
mortality from predators occurred at the DFWP enclosure, affecting 
all O. richmondia life stages. The main predators were spiders but 
losses due to introduced rodents (probably a house mouse Mus 
musculus) and a dasyurid marsupial were also noted. No losses from 
predation occurred at Moggill, probably due to the use of the mesh 
sleeves surrounding individual larvae and pupae. However, this 
strategy would simply not have been feasible at Fleay’s where the 
numbers of eggs, larvae and pupae were significantly greater. 
 
Production of larvae for release. More than 100 eggs were laid as a 
result of the Beerwah x Mt Eerwah pairings but the survival rate of 
these eggs was poor (18 per cent). This was attributed to mortality 
after ambient temperatures reached 38°C inside the shaded 
enclosure during the period 18-19 January 2010 ─ no eggs were 
seen to hatch after these dates. Fortunately, not all of the genetically 
selected offspring were lost as 14 larvae had already hatched prior to 
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this spell of exceptionally hot weather and apparently were not 
adversely affected by the high temperatures. Nevertheless, 
because this number of larvae fell well short of the desired cohort 
of 30-60 required for release into the wild, a decision was made to 
retain them in captivity for future breeding, with the eventual goal of 
producing sufficient numbers of outbred offspring for release after 
one or more generations. All 14 larvae from the Beerwah x Mt 
Eerwah pairings subsequently pupated at DFWP.  
 
Discussion 
 
This study realised several of its main objectives. As had previously 
been demonstrated by Orr (1994) and Sands and Richardson 
(2008), adult O. richmondia were successfully maintained in 
captivity and encouraged to lay eggs, thereby enabling the 
complete life cycle within an enclosed facility. Furthermore, mating 
between male and female butterflies occurred in the flight 
enclosure at DFWP, as Orr (1994) had achieved earlier, allowing 
outbreeding through selectively pairing adults of different genetic 
stock.  
 

The work conducted to date has shown that, even without purpose-
built facilities, captive breeding is indeed a feasible approach to 
producing sufficient numbers of O. richmondia progeny to enable a 
mass release to the wild at chosen sites. The problems 
encountered during this study, although disappointing, have 
nevertheless provided valuable lessons for improving future captive 
management of populations of this species. We have learned that 
increased vigilance and enhanced preventative measures to 
combat predators, particularly spiders, are required in the 
enclosure at DFWP. Avoiding the use of mains water for misting 
vines should eliminate any future possibility of chlorine toxicity 
causing sudden mortality of adults. Most importantly, knowledge 
gained about the susceptibility of Richmond birdwing butterfly eggs 
to high ambient temperatures will help prevent future losses, and 
techniques to address this problem are currently being trialled.  
 

The next phase of the project will be the acquisition of additional 
breeding stock from a different genetic source to the Sunshine 
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Coast-derived individuals remaining at DFWP. This would enable 
further outbreeding and increase the genetic vigour of the captive-
bred population. To this end, efforts to secure new stock from target 
areas on the Gold Coast have recently been made, again using 
‘decoy’ vines to attract oviposition (egg deposition) by adult females. 
Factors such as when new stock can be acquired, the duration of 
the subsequent larval and pupal development, and the timing of the 
eventual emergence of all adults in captivity at DFWP will govern 
whether the desired goal of future mating between butterflies of 
Sunshine Coast and Gold Coast origin occurs in autumn 2010 or at 
the start of the next breeding season during early spring. Armed with 
the knowledge and skills gained so far, the final goal of this 
feasibility study has every chance of being reached. 
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Celebrating NO to  the Traverston Dam !  Kandanga,                    

G  

RBRN General Meeting & Field Day. Nick Clancy on the Deck at 
Mary Cairncross Scenic Reserve, Maleny 



  

Nick Clancy addressing the RBRN General Meeting, 26 September 
2009 at Mary Cairncross Reserve.                                                          

Nick’s Map shows birdwing habitats on the south-eastern  
Sunshine Coast. 

           

  



 Birdwing Captive Rearing Team (DERM) : Rosie Booth,              
Ian Gynther, Jacqui Seal and Sue Beckinsale    

Richmond Birdwing flight cage facility at Fleay’s, West Burleigh 

          

  



Mating bird-
wings in the 
flight cage at 

David 
Fleay’s Wild-
life Park, 
West Bur-

leigh 

           

  
Joanna Yesberg  and Dale Borgelt (RBRN and MCCG) with 
trellis and birdwing signage at Gap Creek Reserve, Brookfield 
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CORRIDOR COORDINATORS MEETING, 2 NOVEMBER 2009  
“THE BRUNCH WITH BUTTERFLIES” 

Ray Seddon 
 
The RBRN Corridor Coordinators met at “Richmond Park”, Ray and 
Pam Seddon’s property at Beerwah, on 22 November 2009, from 
10.30am – 3pm. The RBRN President Steve Hooper welcomed 18 
Members, gave an overview of the aims and goals of RBRN, and 
provided an outline of activities for the coming year. Ray Seddon 
thanked the Members for attending the end-of-year gathering and 
for the opportunity to hear about the valuable progress they had 
made over the past 12 months. Ray introduced the new Corridor 
Coordinators and those intending to take on the role and displayed 
a map with the proposed new regions and habitats for 
rehabilitation. He emphasised the need for RBRN to identify rural 
and urban connectivity between birdwing habitats. Vines planted in 
corridors have been shown to enhance opportunities for birdwing 
butterflies to move through, and breed in, the intervening localities. 
Planted vines have helped establish connectivity for the butterflies 
and they are thought to overcome in-breeding in the birdwing 
butterflies.  
 
There is a need to establish new corridors to be planted with 
birdwing vines south of the Blackall and Conondale Ranges. The 
‘Links’ (on privately-owned land) and ‘Stations’ ( on public land) are 
seen as one way to bridge gaps in breeding sites and between 
several natural or planted stands of natural vines, especially 
between the Glasshouse Mountains and Neurum Creek, north of 
the D’Aguilar Range. The Members present recommended that the 
meeting of Corridor Coordinators become an annual event (for 
RBCN). Morning tea was served as everyone mingled and 
introduced themselves. They then moved to the shade near the 
camp fire area to avoid the heat.  
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Below are summaries of the topics discussed by the President and 
Corridor Coordinators. 
 
Eva Ford: Need for access to maps of regional ecosystems to 
narrow down ground time needed for surveys, for the vines and 
breeding sites and the identification of old growth vines. 
 
Col Bowman : Request for preserved specimens (mounted & 
laminated) for presentations. 
 
Gwen Malcolm : Request for posters, brochures and other public 
handouts. 
 
Vanessa Bugg: Advised that the pull-up display boards were well 
underway. 
 
John Eggleston: Request for seed stock to be sent to his plant 
nursery at Hervey Bay when it is seasonally available. 
 
Steve Hooper: Plans for more media publicity for the Mid Sunshine 
Coast. Depending on the outcome of funding, one of the main 
goals of RBRN is to develop a Propagation & Distribution Facility at 
Pomona, to provide sufficient vines for northern ”Links” and 
“Stations”. 
 
Ray Seddon: Requested focus given to planting vines in the 
western Stanley Reserve, and near Esk and Somerset. The 
gathering was followed by a look-around-the-property and visit to 
the nursery managed by Ray and Pam – all the time keeping an 
eye open for Richmond birdwing butterflies and their progeny. 
There were sadly none to be seen, but one male birdwing 
appeared to give farewell to Col and John as they were leaving. 
Incidentally, the meeting of Corridor Coordinators was a wonderful 
example of networking with the community representatives from 
RBRN and the opportunity to meet and discuss their challenging 
conservation project on the Richmond birdwing. Thanks were 
expressed by all those present to Ray and Pam Seddon for making 
them welcome and for the opportunity of RBRN Members to visit 
their beautiful property. Thanks are also due to Steve Hooper who 
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cooked the wonderful BBQ lunch and to Dale Borgelt for the very 
impressive punch that she brought along to refresh us all.  
 

55555555555555... 

 
PERMIT TO PROPAGATE THE BIRDWING BUTTERFLY VINE,  

PARARISTOLOCHIA PRAEVENOSA 
 
The Richmond Birdwing Recovery Network (RBRN) has 
maintained a permit issued by DERM to the past President Don 
Sands, to propagate the protected lowland birdwing butterfly vine, 
Pararistolochia praevenosa. A number of RBRN members have 
been endorsed on this Permit, allowing them to propagate this 
protected species of plant—a requirement by the State 
Conservation Authority (DERM). The permit is due to expire on 16 
April 2010. Those Members endorsed on this Permit are requested 
to provide Don with a list with the number of vines propagated for 
the period 1 April 2005 – 30 March 2010, to be sent to DERM in 
April. In July 2010 a new application will be made to issue a Permit 
to Propagate the Birdwing Butterfly Vine (Pararistolochia 
praevenosa) on behalf of the to-be-formed Richmond Birdwing 
Conservation Network. If Members choose to apply to DERM for 
their own Permit, they should do so before 16 April 2010.  
  
PERMITS TO COLLECT BIRDWING BUTTERFLIES OR TO 
TAKE BIRDWING BUTTERFLY VINES FROM THE WILD 

 
A reminder that in Queensland, the taking or moving of eggs, 
larvae, pupae or adults of the Richmond birdwing butterfly 
(Ornothoptera richmondia), or the Birdwing Butterfly Vine 
(Pararistolochia praevenosa) and its seeds from the wild , requires 
the application for issue of a separate permit by DERM. 
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UNUSUAL WEATHER INFLUENCED BIRDWINGS AND VINES 
ON THE SUNSHINE COAST  

Ray Seddon  
 
As Land owners and environmental guardians we have no doubt all 
observed the reaction of flora and fauna to the exceptional dry 
period and the recent rains and humid weather conditions that 
followed. This has affected the timing and breeding cycle of 
practically all insects and in particular, the Richmond Birdwing 
Butterfly. Observations in the garden since September 2009 seem 
to suggest the following: 
 
Birdwing Butterfly Vines 
• An abundance of flowers formed on all the vines monitored (9 

sites). 
• Due to the dry climate, no pollinators appeared to coincide 

with this flowering and as a result, 
• Seed capsules failed to develop normally on the vines. 
• Only very spasmodic pollinations followed by capsule 

formation were observed. Numbers were down by 
approximately 80% compared with previous years, making 
this year one with a critical shortage of seeds for propagators 
on the Sunshine Coast. 

• Capsule ripening-time has been advanced by 4-6 weeks 
compared with previous years and the capsules are much 
smaller. 

• Vines have been producing a second set of out-of-season 
flowers. 

• Vines in general have been set back from producing fresh 
new growth due to extremely hot weather prior to seasonal 
rain. 

 
Adult Birdwings 
 Males 
• Definite signs of early emergence. 
• A higher percentage than previous years were males, with a 

ratio of approx 3:1. The size of males was below average. 
 
However males have been patrolling their usual territory. 



Richmond Birdwing Recovery Network Newsletter No 17,  March 2010 21 

 Females 
• Later in emergence and above average size. 
• Failed to settle to the area with vines and egg laying became 

more sporadic. Because of this pattern, fewer larvae 
developed and fewer adults emerged in December and early 
January. 

• With usual behaviour females would lay and fly locally to find 
more suitable leaves, but this season females would lay one 
egg and then depart. Could this be an indication of some 
migratory pattern triggered by drought? 

• More females have been sighted at higher altitudes eg: 
Maleny, Flaxton, Bellthorpe and Mt Eerwah. 

• More females than usual were observed in the latter part of 
February. They seemed to be depositing greater numbers of 
eggs when weather conditions were humid and overcast. 

 
Fewer Birdwings have been observed this summer season but 
many more in early Autumn. In Summer, most were seen in ones 
and twos at home on most days but not in the larger numbers seen 
in previous years. 

URGENT  
THE RBRN ANNUAL “ROUND-UP” FOR SEED CAPSULES 

Pam Seddon 
 

If anyone has seed capsules on their vines to spare and would like 
to help RBRN propagators by donating them, would they kindly 

advise RBRN Councillor, Pam Seddon  
(the seddons@westnet.com.au, phone 5494 0383)  

so that arrangements can be made to pick them up or send them 
to us for our annual “roundup” and distribution to propagators.  

 
Capsules are in very short supply on the Sunshine Coast this year 

but they are reported developing normally on the NSW / 
Queensland border – we wonder why?  Donations of your ripe 

capsules for propagation in March and April will ensure stocks of 
vines are available for future plantings and projects being planed 

by RBCN. 
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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF RBRN ON  
FRIDAY 26 JUNE 2009 

 
Location: CSIRO Long Pocket Laboratories, 120 Meiers Road, 
Indooroopilly Qld 
The Meeting opened at 11.20 am. 
 
Chairperson: Dr Don Sands opened the Meeting at 11.20 am and 
asked all Visitors and Members to sign the attendance book. 
 
Visitors: The retiring President gave a warm welcome to Visitors 
and Members. 
 
Apologies: Apologies were received from Col Bowman, Vanessa 
Bugg, Pauline Chant, Phil and Lyn Cole, Eva Ford, Diane Goodwil-
lie, Joan Heavey, Annette House, Heather McGrath, Ruth Lechte, 
Heatherbelle Mellor, Edwina Sharpe. 
 
Minutes: Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting, held at the 
Caboolture Region Environmental Education Centre, 150 Rowley 
Road, Burpengary, Queensland, were circulated in RBRN Newslet-
ter No 13, November 2008. Amendments to minutes: None. Moved 
the minutes be received: Dawn Muir, Seconded Nikki Hill  
 
Nomination for positions on the RBRN Council  
(Corridor Coordinators continue in their present roles and need not 
re-nominate unless newly proposed or resigning). 
 
The President stood down and asked the Vice President, Hugh 
Krenske, to take the Chair.  
 
The following 13 nominations for RBRN Council were received 
from the floor: Don Sands declined for position of President and 
Steve Hooper was duly elected. The President advised that each 
Councillor would be asked to handle specific roles e.g. Corridor 
Convenor, External Grant Proposals, Editor, Media and Information 
Special Projects (in-breeding etc). In answer to a question from the 
floor, Don Sands offered to continue in the current role as a scien-
tific advisor and Newsletter Editor. 
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General Business 
 

Vice President’s Report by Hugh Krenske. It was moved by Hugh 
Krenske and seconded by Don Sands that the Vice-president’s report 
be accepted. Motion carried. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: The President Steve Hooper presented the 
Report on behalf of the Treasurer, Alan Scott.  

Richmond Birdwing Recovery Network Inc.,  
             Financial Year 2008/2009. 
 

Statement of Income and Expenses for the period - 
             1/7/08 to 31/03/09 

                        
                        
                        

 
Income 

      

Subscriptions 2420.00     

Grants 7237.20     

Workshops 3312.00     

Other 1780.00     

Total Income 14749.20     

Payments       

Post & Print 1654.75     

Office requisites 628.53     

Vines 540.00     

Catering 4518.66     

Workshops 2017.11     

Other 3532.22     

Total Expenses 12891.27     

        

Net income/
(loss) 

1857.93     

Opening balance 8551.18     

Funds at bank 10409.11     

Statement:The Association keeps financial records in a way to 
properly record the Association's Income and expenditure and 
dealings with its assets and liabilities.  
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Moved by Ray Seddon and seconded by Greg Siepen that the 
Treasurer’s Report be accepted. Motion carried. 
 
Corridor Convenor’s Report  A Summary by Ray Seddon. 
 
This year has been a consolidation period with Projects having 
been completed or on track to completion. I attended all RBRN 
official activities and meetings for 2008/2009. The most significant 
achievements were the vines grown by Volunteers and distributed 
to 60 Land for Wildlife participants throughout the Lower Sunshine 
Coast. A total of 1400 over a 3-year period have been successfully 
planted. With an estimated loss of approx. 10%, this still left 1260 
vines growing, many of which have already produced results. 
Hopefully this programme and cultivation methods can be adopted 
for other Regions. 
 
The Volunteers also donated a tray of vine seedlings to Dale 
Borgelt, for the Moggill Creek Catchment Group’s Nursery and 
Brisbane’s Western Corridor, to replace the loss of many of their 
vines swept away in the floods of May 2009. 
 
The potting-up of 570 vine seedlings in two hours by nine members 
of the Conservation Volunteers Australia Assn. (CVA) was a greatly 
appreciated effort. Volunteers from Korea and Germany started 
2009 on a high note with great enthusiasm. During the morning tea 
break I gave a presentation to them about the RBRN recovery 
efforts. My Wife Pam had been entering this information onto the 
RBRN Database for areas north from Brisbane to Gympie. The 
survey and database entries were very time - consuming especially 
with the survey sheets arriving regularly. For data entry, we were 
pleased to report help from a very willing Volunteer, John Poulson 
and with his help we have almost caught up with entries. 
 
Vine stocks for the Sunshine Coast have almost reached 5000 
Vines, a result of dedicated voluntary work amounting to many 
hours. The support of community groups, Landcare groups, 
residents, school students, the Sunshine Coast Regional Council, 
local radio, newspapers and media has resulted in a significant 
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contribution to the success of birdwing habitat rehabilitation on the 
Sunshine Coast. Recently I attended an "Environmental Forum 
Day” organized by the Sunshine Coast Regional Council, where a 
Council Representative made the following quote: “The Sunshine 
Coast Regional Council aims to be Australia's most Sustainable 
Region". 
 
Very special thanks to Kylie Walker and her family, Mal and Jenny 
for their support and help generously given at presentations, on 
stalls, at Expo's and for surveying and propagation of the birdwing 
vines. Thanks also to Gwen Malcolm, Corridor Coordinator for 
Glasshouse Mountains, for sharing her valuable knowledge of the 
region. A good relationship has been formed with Gwen and the 
members of the Glasshouse Mountains Advance Network 
(G.M.A.N.) for the growing Birdwing Butterfly Vines. Their 
propagation facility provides benefits to the Glasshouse Mountains 
area, by providing vines for new Corridors. G.M.A.N. members are 
a very active, not only when propagating vines but by taking care of 
the bush revegetation of their area. 
 
I would also like to express my thanks to Don Sands for his 
dedication and guidance over the last 12 years. He has been a 
wonderful mentor and without his help and knowledge many of the 
achievements we see today would not have happened. We must 
also thank his wife Susan for her great understanding of a “Man 
with a Mission”. I thank you all (too many to mention) for your 
encouragement and enthusiasm and may our New Year be even 
more successful in recovering this beautiful butterfly.  
I have summarised below my presentations and activities 
undertaken during 2008-09 
 
30th Oct. 08 Northside Christian College at MCCSR 
15th Nov. 08 Steve Irwin Day Threatened Species Day 
21st Nov. 08 Field Day, Clifford Park Special School, 
 Toowoomba 
  7th Jan. 08 Woodford Bush House presentation 
22nd Jan. 09 C.V.A. Volunteers Potting up Day 
10th  Feb 09 Field Day for SGAP. 
13th  Feb 09 SCRC – Green Corp. Group presentation 
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21st Feb 09 Mooloolah Waterwatch 
28th Feb 09 Maleny Garden Club, Maleny 
4th March 09 Chancellor Park State School 
2nd-3rd May 09 Display Stand at Maleny Wood Expo. 
 9th May 09 Display for opening of the Glasshouse 

Mountains Information Centre 
27th May 09 Probus Club, Maleny 
4th June 09 Environmental Week to MCCSR Volunteers & 
 public. 
23rd June 09 Cottontree Ladies Club 
 
Other General Business 

Sunshine Coast Airport Project. It was moved by Steve Hooper, 
Seconded by Ray Seddon, that the RBRN sign a memorandum of 
understanding with Sunshine Coast Regional Council relating to 
future collaboration. 
 
The Future of RBRN: A Proposed Merger of RBRN with the 
Wildlife Preservation Society of Queensland by June 2010. Brian 
Lowry moved the motion that “Noting the constitutional requirement 
for the status of the RBRN as an incorporated body is to be 
reviewed by 30th June 2010, this meeting resolves that, providing 
mutually satisfactory conditions are negotiated, RBRN will become 
a Network affiliated with the Wildlife Preservation Society of 
Queensland“. The Motion was seconded by Don Sands. Following 
discussions the Motion was put to vote and carried without dissent. 
 
The following address was presented by Retiring President, Dr Don 
Sands, incorporating his President’s Report.  
 
RETIRING PRESIDENT’S REPORT 2008-2009  

DON SANDS 
 
It has been a pleasure to work with committed members of the 
Network’s Council since their appointment at the last AGM in 2008. 
I thank them all for their support and participation at the meetings, 
field days, workshops, displays, grant applications and funds 
management, and for giving their advice so freely.  
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Special thanks are due to Dawn Muir for her work as Secretary and 
the support she has given me for many different, difficult and on-
going tasks. She has helped with meeting preparations and other 
necessary arrangements as well as with compiling, binding, sorting, 
addressing and stapling Newsletters and Workshops publications – 
all very time consuming tasks! I thank Alan Scott, who has continued 
in the role of Treasurer; for doing all the banking and making sure the 
grant money for was spent wisely, and to make sure we balanced our 
books and operated our Incorporated Group in a methodical way. I 
thank our Vice President, Hugh Krenske for kindly acting as President 
over the past month (May - June 2009) and for continuous positive 
interactions and discussions. Greg Siepen has continued with help 
identify sources of funds and with writing grant proposals - all needed 
to support our on-going activities. Thanks also to Steve Hooper for 
help with publicity and to Chris Hosking for assisting me with 
manuscript reviews and editorial matters.  
 
From 1 July 2008 to June 2009 membership of RBRN increased from 
369 to 427. Many Members have assisted with organisation and 
presentations at the unique series of RBRN Community Workshops; 
the last held at Gympie was one of the best and 11th in this successful 
series. Special thanks to Dale Borgelt for her Workshop displays and 
to several other Corridor Coordinators for their presentations at 
workshops. All Members have been helping community groups with 
planting vines, local events and assisted with mapping wild and 
planted vines, and vine distribution. Hugh Krenske is to be 
congratulated for his sophisticated work on the data base and web 
site, resulting in very high quality documentation that forms basis of 
the recovery plan for the birdwing. Pam and Ray Seddon are due for 
special thanks for Coordinating corridor materials on the Sunshine 
Coast and for their participation in local field days and displays and 
most notably, for the design and publicity for the T-Shirts which have 
proven to be very successful. Pam and Ray’s enthusiasm for the 
birdwing butterfly has spilt over onto many newly-keen members and 
“infected” all levels of the community ranging from locals to the newly-
organised Sunshine Coast Regional Council. Thanks also to the 
Environmental Branch staff of the Sunshine Coast Regional Council 
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who contributed so much towards recovering the birdwing. Nick 
Clancy, Land for Wildlife Officer has made some magnificent habitat 
finds and he has single-handed helped many landowners recognise 
environmental values of their land in an appropriate way. 
 
RBRN continued to benefit from the grant from Brisbane City Council 
in late 2008 and we have concluded the experiments in the insect-
rearing facility at Gold Creek - rather prematurely - when floods 
damaged the facility! However, it may be possible to continue some 
of this work in facilities now being offered at DERM’s Moggill and 
West Burleigh bases. The Gold Creek facility was re-built in February 
2009 and it was transferred over to the Moggill Creek Catchment 
Group for use as a plant Nursery. Thanks to Damien Egan for his 
help while we gathered up parts of the cage dispersed by the floods 
and for help with re-assembling the facility at the site for future use as 
the MCCG Nursery at Gold Creek. We also appreciate the on-going 
encouragement from another valued member of RBRN and MCCG, 
Prof. Graeme Wilson.  
 
The Newsletter has continued to attract articles, photographs and 
illustrations of interest to members and I thank all contributors on 
behalf of RBRN. We will need more articles on the range of topics 
relating to the birdwing habitats and food plants, and will continue to 
publish a range of relevant scientific notes and illustrations.  
 
Don’s PowerPoint Figures and Topics: 
 
• RBRN Workshop series 
• Invited Speakers 
• “Ray Seddon’s” Trellis 
•  Flight Cage and Captive Rearing  
         program, Gold Creek 
• Discovery of Old Growth  
         vines 
• Displays and presentations 
• Vine quality 
• Publications 
 



* Corridor Coordinators represent the RBRN and its members at local 
Richmond birdwing events and act as Network contacts for the community 
in their areas. Coordinators provide each year a report on the on-going 
habitat fragmentation and rehabilitation of corridors, as well as provide 
records for birdwing vines planted at Stations (public land) and at Links 
(private properties) in their areas. Wherever possible they assist local 
members with vine identifications, monitor vine survival, advice for 
planting vines and forward new records of wild birdwing vines for mapping 
and entry into the RBRN Birdwing Data Base. 
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RBRN Corridor Coordinators * 

 
 

Convenor   Ray Seddon (Lower Sunshine Coast) 
theseddons@westnet.com.au  

 
Kylie Walker (Mid Sunshine Coast) Dale Borgelt (Brisbane W. Subs.) 
kyliewalker@comcen.com.au daleborgelt@bigpond.com 
 
Lois Hughes (Brisbane E. Subs.) Jacqui Seal (Gold Coast) 
Ph. (07) 3206 6229 jacquiseal@yahoo.com.au 
 
Philip Moran (N. Sunshine Coast) Ruth Lechte (S-E. Sunshine Coast) 

nrmanager@noosalandcare.com            ruth.lechte@pacific.net.au 
   
Vanessa Bugg (Mary River Catchment, S) Hugh Krenske (Main Divide) 
admin@australianbutterflies.com.au hkrenske@tellsystems.com.au 
  
John Moss  (Redlands) Eva Ford (Mary River Catchment, N) 
Ph. (07) 3245 2997 mrccceva@qld.wide.net.au  
 
Richard Bull (Cubberla / Witton Creek) Keith McCosh (Beaudesert Shire) 
brichard42@optusnet.com.au keith-mccosh@hotmail.com   
 
Annette House (Eerwah Vale) Gwen Malcolm (Glasshouse M’tns) 
annie@flexinet.com.au bobgwenm@bigpond.com 
 
Joan Heavey (Tewantin) Dianne Sattler (D’Aguilar Range, N) 
joan.dennis@bigpond.com mcc2@aapt.net.au 
 
Victoria Cameron   
(Caboolture / Bribie Island) Colin Bowman (Bauple) 
victroriazcameron@hotmail.com mob. Ph. 0427 739 576 



 
NOTICE OF GENERAL MEETING 

 
 

The next General Meeting of the RBRN will be held on 
 

Saturday, 17 April, 10.00 am for 10.30 am 

 

In Lecture Theatre 4, University of the Sunshine 

Coast 

 

The main business will be an address by : 

 

Dr Scott Burnett 
Lecturer in Wildlife Ecology, 

University of the Sunshine Coast, 

 

titled - 

 

The Quoll Seekers Network: conservation 

through education, data gathering and on-

ground works 
 
RSVP by 10th April 2010 (for catering): Dawn Muir ph 3870 8076 or email 

dawnmuir@optusnet.com.au 

Richmond Birdwing Recovery Network Newsletter  No 17,  March 2010 


