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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Don Sands
‘BIRDWINGS ARE BACK IN BRISBANE’ - this exciting message
came through in early March 2009 from one of our committed RBRN
Council Members, Richard Bull. Richard spotted a male and female
not far from the Indooroopilly Bridge and within a week he found an
egg and several young larvae on the carefully-maintained birdwing
vines planted not far upstream from the sighting. This was the first
breeding by Richmond birdwings in Brisbane (probably second generation), since about summer 2000 when last breeding occurred at
Chapel Hill. The weather has certainly been kind since the devastating drought but no signs of recovery would have been possible without the efforts of RBRN members planting, watering and carefully
looking after their vines. In the Western Suburbs of Brisbane we
may be close to having enough vines in gardens to sustain this first
reproducing population for a decade and there are now sufficient
vines to prevent in-breeding depression in our highly fragmented
urban landscape. We acknowledge the efforts of Richard Bull and
Dale Borgelt, our western Corridor Coordinators, for encouraging so
many members to plant vines — and to be patient. Perhaps in a
year or so birdwings will again be much more visible in Brisbane!
Our recent RBRN Workshop held in Gympie for the Cooloola Region, provided participants with an opportunity to focus on the fragile
northern part of the range for the Richmond birdwing and to see
what can be done to bring the butterfly back into the extensive area
between Gympie and Maryborough. Eva Ford, Vanessa Bugg and
Colin Bowman, are already making impressive progress by distributing and planting vines in corridors in this original part of the range of
birdwings. South of Kin Kin Creek on the coast towards Tewantin,
suitable habitats are scarce and rainforest is somewhat isolated but
recent progress has been made on the north-western edge with an
enthusiastic group guided by Annette House and Steve Hooper.
They have led efforts to locate the breeding sites of the birdwings
sighted in Eerwah Vale! South of Brisbane, birdwings bred at
Beechmont in December 2008, the first since the late 1980’s while
on the Border Ranges the same month, birdwings were seen back
at higher altitudes near Springbrook, where the last sustained breeding occurred in about 1994.
Richmond Birdwing Recover Network Newsletter No 14, March 2009
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GYMPIE TURNS OUT FOR BUTTERFLIES - HIGHLIGHTS
Greg Siepen
Sixty or more people attended the Birdwing Butterfly Workshop held at
the Gympie Bowls Club on Saturday 28 February. This community
workshop was the 11th since the formation of the Network.
RBRN President, Don Sands opened the proceedings by discussing
how geology and rainfall are very significant indicators of birdwing vine
(and hence butterfly) occurrence. Basalt is one key feature of vine occurrence on slopes while in other geologies, vines tend to occur in gullies and on fertile soils along water courses. These features may explain the low occurrence of vines and butterflies seen north of
Pomona.
Eva Ford (Mary River Catchment Coordinating Committee - MRCCC)
gave a brief overview of her organisation and the benefits of targeting
birdwings as flagship species to provide flow-on benefits to a range of
other native species and ecosystems.
Hugh Krenske outlined the mapping the sightings of planted and wild
vines. Monitoring the butterflies is always interesting and essential, as
is how to germinate, grow and plant vines for maximum survival (Ray
Seddon).
Distinguishing between birdwing vines and other “look-alike” vines, and
recognising the toxic Dutchman’s pipe (Andrew Wilson & Philip
Moran) were covered thoroughly at this Workshop. Local input was
very high for this workshop:
Annette House and Steve Hooper recounted their efforts in searching for vines while trudging through very steep and thorn-infested
country, but afterwards rewarded with refreshments from Jack Connelly. There were concerns regarding the possible location of high
voltage (500 KW) powerlines by Powerlink across almost pristine native vegetation as well as close to the houses of local residents.
Marc Russell (MRCCC) discussed the benefits of the Land for Wildlife
Program in protecting and enhancing native bushlands and wetlands in
the local area and the role in assisting with the survival of birdwing
vines and butterflies.
Vanessa Bugg provided a detailed account of
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dead vine leaves and their veins before showing us some 300 year
old vines and dense pockets of vines still growing in the Noosa area.
Education of local students was covered by Col Bowman via his visits
to schools and his enthusiasm with vine terrariums (or is it terraria?)
and Kelvin Neilsen showed us the work done with building a butterfly
house and gardens and running environmental education programs
with primary school children.
All this could not have been done without Vanessa Bugg, Eva Ford
and Deb Neal organising the workshop, the venue and the catering. A
great job and a great day.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Dear Sir
This year for the first time my birdwing vines flowered prolifically. I
observed them daily, noticing a slight swelling at the base of the
flower after a couple of days that in some cases reached almost a
centimetre in length. Then the flower dropped off. This happened in
all cases. I can only wonder what the cause could be. I have also
heard the same thing happened in other areas with little or no seed
set and what was set ended up in small capsules. What was the
cause?
•

•

•

Were my vines too young? They were about 3-4 years old
with plenty of leaf – in fact they were growing vigorously
with leaves and stems intertwining all over the place.
Was the flowering in response to an early dry and following
the considerable wet weather, the plant decided there was
no climatic threat and terminated the flower?
Was the commencement in swelling at the base of the
flower a natural process and was not in response to midge
activity and the flowers dropped off because there were no
midges?

Editor’s reply
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people have noted the birdwing vine flowers failed to develop seed
capsules on birdwing vines this year. There is no definite answer to
your questions but in some plants (such as mangoes) fruit or seeds fail
to develop following or during flowering when rain persists. When
good rains start after flowering response efforts may go into vegetative
reproduction at the expense of seed development. There appears to
have been a decline in the number of flowers and seeds formed on
wild birdwing vines over the last 40 years in Queensland but the decline is not so marked in garden-grown plants that cannot be explained. Perhaps the midge pollinators are in decline – another conservation topic to be considered.
MMMMMMMMMMMMMM.

BIRDWINGS ARE BACK ON THE SUNSHINE COAST – SOME
ARE BREEDING ON 2-YEAR-OLD VINES!
Stella Wiggins
I have always been very passionate about the environment and retaining biodiversity. Before 2001 we lived in Sydney’s northern beaches
and only spent holidays on the Sunshine Coast - visiting my brother
and parents in Mooloolah and Palmview. I had seen pictures and wall
hangings of the beautiful Richmond birdwing butterflies and knew that
they were in much smaller numbers due to a reduction in their host
vine.
Our first house in Mooloolah had neighbours planting RBB vines along
their boundary fence. When we moved to Mt Mellum at the end of
2001, I planted 2 vines along the gully through the property. The vine
in the sun with its roots in the gully, grew quickly but was soon entangled and smothered by desmodium and glycine vines. The vine in the
shade just never grew. We had to patiently uncover and untangle the
vine in the gully for a couple of years in a row. Then in 2003 we purchased a property in Peachester with the intention of extending the
rainforest surrounding the London Creek. While walking through the
openings in the rainforest with Nick Clancy we were mesmerised by
the flight of at least 2 males above the lantana flowers in the forest
opening. Previous owners had planted some vines in the rainforest
and some wild vines may also have been present. In 2007 we attended a RBRN Workshop at the Seddon’s house and learnt about the
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the flight of at least 2 males above the lantana flowers in the forest
opening. Previous owners had planted some vines in the rainforest
and some wild vines may also have been present. In 2007 we attended a RBRN Workshop at the Seddon’s house and learnt about
the lifecycle of the RBB and the growth of the host vine and as an
added bonus we got to see lots of the butterflies flying above the
trees in their property. Since that Workshop we have planted 20 more
vines at Peachester and 10 at Mount Mellum Road. We have had
many seed pods develop on the vine in the gully we planted in 2001
which I have squashed and put on styrofoam trays of potting soil to
germinate the seedlings . I now have quite a few healthy potted vines
and I have been giving them to work colleagues and friends on an
ongoing basis.
All the vines at Peachester have had larvae on them over the last 2
summers and this summer for the first time at Mt Mellum, our gully
vine and our neighbour’s vines on their free standing pergola (only
planted in 2006), have larvae on them. Oh and I never mentioned the
fun of all this in linking groups of people together. We bump in to
neighbours going for walks and discuss butterflies and at work we
discuss how our plants are going. We check our vines for the little
yellow hundreds and thousands and the little black bristly looking caterpillars with the 2 yellow flecks.
MMMMMMMMMMMMM..

THE GLASTONBURY GALLOP – OUR SEARCH FOR ‘WILD’
VINES
Eva Ford
The title of this story suggests high speed and a great deal of panting
and sweats among participants. While the group involved in this
‘gallop’ were none too speedy, there was a good lather produced and
perhaps a tinge of competitive spirit! One would think that a midOctober day should have been crisp and pleasantly cool but for a stiff
mountain clamber and a rainforest bash, we chose a day that was as
hot and humid as a good summer’s day in January 2009!
On this particular quest for the Glastonbury Richmond birdwing vine,
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Pararistolochia praevanosa, were Don Sands (Honorary Fellow,
CSIRO Entomology & President of RBRN), Paul Grimshaw
(former QPWS botanist and plant ecologist), Vanessa Bugg (vine
verifier extraordinaire for the past 18 months), Graeme Elphinstone
(DPI&F), Ernie Rider (QPWS) and myself (MRCCC). The aim of the
day was to verify a 35 year old record of the birdwing vine taken by
Qld Herbarium from the upper reaches of a gully, coming off the west
side of Glastonbury Mountain, located west of Gympie and passing
through Peter and Beverly Hughes’ property. There have been recent
sightings of Richmond birdwing butterflies around the mountain, albeit
very few, but unfortunately vines have been known to go asunder in
that general area in recent years. As a core area the site could be of
immense importance to the existence of a skeletal distribution of the
butterfly in this northern, retreating range and provide a framework on
which to build a stronger food supply for the birdwing’s caterpillars,
through planting of the food plant vines. It is however about 40 km
from the remaining Kin Kin colony and 50 km from Kenilworth vines,
so the challenges for local Corridor Coordinators are great! However,
there is a great of increasing support and participation around the
Gympie area for vine planting.
This trip was muted throughout 2008 and finally we became organised enough for it to actually happen. The day began by meeting at
Ernie’s office at Gympie. Peter and Beverly wisely resisted joining us,
as they were all too aware of terrain that we had not yet envisaged!
My son, who was ill in the morning but who miraculously became well
enough to scale seemingly vertical slopes with the greatest of ease,
also joined us for the day. Given the company that he was immersed
in, I felt comforted in the realisation that he would have gained more
valuable experience than a day at school!
After scrutinising the maps we first targeted a small area of Regional
Ecosystem 12.3.1 (gallery rainforest on alluvial plains) along a small
creek coming off the eastern slopes of Glastonbury Mountain. The
creek was almost dry but what small puddle remained was home to a
few tadpoles of the Great barred frog (Mixophyes fasciolatus). The
rainforest along the creek was a healthy plant community but after
extensive searching we decided it did not contain Paristolochia
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praevenosa. We then moved on towards our target site.
As the route up the gully system from the Hughes’ property on the
west of the mountain is known to be rather challenging, we thought
better to access it along forestry trails that would take us to the upper
ridge from the east, and then descend down from the gully head. Our
first hurdle was a fallen tree over the chosen vehicle access track – a
good chance for us to have lunch anyway and chew the fat about our
tactics. Onwards by foot was the consensus but this proved to be no
gentle stroll in the park. Some peeled off along the way up the steep
and slippery slope but others were determined to find the Holy Grail
regardless of thumping hearts and soaked clothing. Some may have
been more determined not to be outdone by a 12 year old!
At the top there was a long ridgeline, shale soil and beautiful open
woodland dominated by Corymbia citriodora and the eucalypt ironbark, Eucalyptus crebra ssp. variegata – definitely not Pararistolochia
praevenosa country! Down the hill we went on the west side, practically tobogganing on our bottoms all the way until we realised that
there was little hope of finding the birdwing vine in this upper gully.
And yes - we had to get out of this abyss again! ssa and I decided
that we would return another time and on Vanessa and I decided that
we would return another time and come up from the moister lower
gully. After all we would have material for another article on the hardships of exploration, no doubt!
We returned to those patiently waiting on the western front and ambled back to the car. Far from feeling defeated we were uplifted by
other discoveries along the way such as a rabble of butterflies hilltopping along the way (other alternative collective nouns are
‘kaleidoscope’ or ‘rainbow’ - take your pick. ‘Rabble’ may better describe a collection of butterfly hunters). What a lesson in hill topping
this was! Nine butterfly species were seen in all but the most lovely of
all were the Four-barred swordtails, which Don caught. Four butterflies in one swoop – now that’s skill! These hill-toppers are normally
males with the occasional visiting female and the various species will
visit the same location year after year. It is their only reliable way of
finding a mate.
Don also explained the importance of a very large group of moths, the
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Oecophorids (5,000 species), which have larvae that are always busy
all the while, decomposing the tough, normally unpalatable dead
eucalypt leaves, both on the ground or hanging on the lower leaves of
trees. They are our Australian earthworm equivalents in eucalypt and
other dry forests, and interestingly there can be up to 400 species of
this group in any one location. One would normally walk on by completely oblivious of the high activity going on. Without them particularly and the myriads of other invertebrates at work in our forests and
grasslands, we would be up to our armpits in leaf litter before long
and vegetation would be suffering from severe nutrient deficiency
from lack of re-cycling. I always feel awestruck by the intricacies of
relationships in natural systems and of nature catering for the finer
points of sustaining life. But it makes one realise the necessity for ensuring these systems are allowed to continue functioning through protection, good management and increasing awareness.
Another treat along our descent was a very small vine, Aristolochia
meridionalis, an inconspicuous prostate plant found in open woodland
around South East Queensland and is the food plant for the ‘Big
Greasy’ butterfly (Cressida cressida). Few records are known of this
plant across its northern range and even fewer specimens are lodged
with the Queensland Herbarium. One specimen was collected to add
to knowledge of this small straggling vine, Aristolochia meridionalis

Aristolochia meridionalis
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The final stage of the day was spent in another section of much flatter wet forest towards the south, but still no vines found. I think
though that being out in an area new to us all and being amongst a
collection of very interesting and knowledgeable human beings,
made the trip worthwhile and tantalised the collective desire to keep
on searching that area—another day.
Butterflies seen:
Four-barred swordtail (Protographium leosthenes)
Dainty swallowtail (Papilio anactus)
Clearwing swallowtail or Big greasy (Cressida cressida)
Orchard swallowtail (Papilio aegeus)
Blue triangle (Graphium sarpedon)
Pale green triangle (Graphium eurypylus)
Common crow (Euploea core)
Monarch or Wanderer (Danaus plexippus)
Yellow migrant (Catopsilia gorgophone)

Four-barred
Swallowtail

Since the RBRN was formed over four years ago, MRCCC has involved itself in the recovery of the Richmond birdwing through its
‘Living with Threatened Species’ program. This program centres its
efforts on a suite of threatened species of the Mary River catchment
including the Mary River turtle Elusor macrurus, Mary River cod Maccullochella peelii mariensis, Queensland lungfish Neoceratodus
forsteri and Giant barred frog Mixophyes iteratus. These keystone
species help to direct research and recovery activities, by encouraging community involvement which will benefit whole ecosystems.
MRCCC receives funding from various bodies and has been fortuRichmond Birdwing Recover Network Newsletter No 14, March 2009
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nate to attract support for the Richmond birdwing butterfly through
the local councils (particularly the Sunshine Coast and Gympie Regional Councils) and the Burnett Mary Regional Group. I became an
RBRN Corridor Coordinator for the Mary River Catchment, when the
RBRN began in 2005. Since then we have been able to record several vine locations with the National Database and have provided
many land holders with vines for planting. In fact around 1500 vines
have been planted within the Mary River Catchment and the interest
in the butterfly and its vine grows all the time.
The Richmond birdwing butterflies and the food plant vine once occurred from near Gympie north as far as Maryborough. The status in
the Mary River Catchment is that the vines and butterflies still persist
in pockets in the upper Catchment south of about Kenilworth, Belli
Creek and the Black Mountain area west of Cooroy. However, north
from this line only a few butterfly sightings have been reported in the
Glastonbury and Bauple areas, but no natural vines have been located at this stage to back these up. Several vines planted in past
years are producing fruiting capsules, which is promising as far as the
midge pollinator distribution and transfer goes. What is very uplifting
is the interest in the butterfly in the region and the number of people
who want to plant large numbers of birdwing vines. As this activity
continues we start to see clusters of planters and an indication that
“links” are starting to form for the butterfly.
Most of the areas we work in are rural. However, there are several
small centres and tracts of land in small holdings south of Gympie
where it is impossible for owners to plant more than a couple of vines.
To cater for the needs of urban and semi-rural areas we developed
the ‘Neighbourhood Links’ program in 2007 and have since had a
couple of successes with neighbourhood plantings, obtaining the goal
of creating a link but with several landowners sharing the responsibility. Along with the groundswell of involvement in the program there
have been a people who have begun to be involved in education and
school visits. Recently Col Bowman from Bauple, Kelvin Neilsen from
Gympie, Annette House from Belli Park and John Eggleston from
Hervey Bay, have all been growing vines, giving school talks and
spreading the word amongst their communities. As the Mary River
catchment is a huge area, these people are a great asset to help us
to reach our goals and the goals of the RBRN.
Richmond Birdwing Recover Network Newsletter No 14, March 2009

15

Vanessa Bugg has also been working with MRCCC to verify vine
locations and has worked hard to organise this workshop in Gympie.
I am predicting that we will have been be overrun with registrations
for that workshop especially as the Land for Wildlife program is running strongly both in the Gympie and Fraser Coast council areas.
Noosa and District Landcare are also a vital link and are on the lookout for vines in their travels throughout the ‘old’ Noosa municipal
shire.
Working with the community always requires reliable leads by organisations and familiar community faces are always in the front
line. These have been provided through MRCCC, the RBRN and the
locals that work amongst the community members, and are good for
the initial recovery process for the Richmond birdwing butterfly.
Maintaining the momentum now obvious will be possible provided
funds become available and organisations remain operational. I look
forward with confidence, that in the long term we will see the butterfly back in areas of the Mary River Catchment where it hasn’t been

The ‘Glastonbury Explorers’
– mostly working or
having lunch
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
BRINGING BIRDWINGS BACK TO TEWANTIN
Joan Heavey
My interest in recovery of the Richmond Birdwing Butterfly was
aroused after first attending the RBRN workshop at Noosa about 18
months ago. I then discovered a wild birdwing butterfly vine growing
in our local park at Tewantin. I was working down there doing some
bush regeneration as a volunteer when I first noticed the vine. It
took some time to convince other more knowledgeable botany enthusiasts that it was in fact, what I suspected, a Richmond birdwing
vine! The vine was then confirmed to be the birdwing butterfly vine,
Pararistolochia praevenosa, by Phil Moran from Noosa & District
Landcare (and RBRN Councillor), who heard of my find and positively identified the vine. Since then, I have found numerous seedlings and plants in varying sizes growing nearby. I am sure these
must have come from a large vine about 15 years old which is
planted just on the boundary of private property backing onto the
park.
I then set about creating a link of vines around our estate which surrounds our park. It was very easy to get 30 vines planted and there
was no shortage of residents willing to plant one or two in their
yards. I followed by planted four on our property and was then astounded to then find a small wild seedling growing in an old Elkhorn
fern which was rotting away! None of my vines are large enough to
host butterflies – yet - but hopefully I will be able to report that I
have seen one in the not too distant future.
I also approached the Noosa Parks Association’s Committee members to see if they would be interested in funding purchase of 30
vines to be planted around Wallace Park, a site close to where they
operate along with our library and leisure centre. The Association
didn’t have any hesitation in funding the project. Once we obtained
the vines (September 2008) I planted them with the assistance of
another member of our local Botany group and they are now thriving. I have also just received advice that a Government Grant has
been approved, to fund the purchase of 50 more vines to be planted
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throughout our Park. Tewantin is near the edge of the birdwing’s
current breeding on the coast, so with this planting happening, we
all think recovery of the butterfly in Tewantin is looking extremely
promising.
Congratulations Joan, for your efforts and also to Noosa Parks Association for their contributions to assist the birdwing’s recovery!
Ed.

BIRDWINGS ARE BACK AT BEECHMONT - PLANTING
VINES PAYS OFF!
Wendy Forno
For more than 25 years my husband, Ken Harley and I, owned a
property not far from the main eastern escarpment at Beechmont.
The property had been heavily grazed and had become infested
with several woody and shrub weeds (such as lantana and privet)
but we were determined to rehabilitate our property. We knew from
residents and friends that the Richmond Birdwing butterfly had been
quite common until the mid 1980s but then became almost extinct
with the clearing of breeding sites and years with below average
rainfall. Whilst there were occasional siting of the birdwing in other
areas of Beechmont, we did not see any of the butterflies in our
area until 2007.
One of our goals was to replace invasive weeds, such as privet and
lantana with native plant species thus creating a habitat to support a
variety of wildlife, Ken and I nominated our property for Land for
Wildlife and benefited from the advice we received from our Land
for Wildlife officer (Keith McCosh, RBRN Corridor Coordinator –
Ed.) in tackling the problems of regenerating such a difficult block.
Although we searched for natural stands of birdwing vines, we could
find neither of the two species (Pararistolochia praevenosa or P.
laheyana) that probably once occurred in the area, either on our
property, or in nearby bushland. We were disappointed that we had
lost this beautiful butterfly and its food plant vines to our area even
though the birdwing was still to be found at Canungra, Tamborine
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Mountain, and very occasionally at places not very far from where we
lived. Spurred on by our colleague at CSIRO, Don Sands and
CSIRO’s Double Helix Science Club’s Birdwing butterfly Project, Ken
and I planted between 50-60 birdwing vines (P. praevenosa) and
hoped for early success in the return of birdwings to our mountain
retreat. But it was not to be – in the short term at least! The vines
grew vigorously, despite drought conditions and even smothered
some of our treasured young rainforest trees! The vines developed
into thick dense stands and we hoped that one day, the birdwings
would establish a colony on our property.
Just before Christmas 2008 we were rewarded with numerous sightings of Richmond birdwings, both males and females, on our property. We had waited for this occasion for 25 years and at last the
huge mass of birdwing vines we had grown and the favourable
weather had rewarded us with birdwing activity. We can confidently
say that planting birdwing vines has alone, brought back the birdwings to this area of Beechmont, as there were no wild vines present
nearby when we commenced planting our property in 1983.

…………………………………...
PLANTING VINES FOR THE BIRDWING BUTTERFLIES
Tim Budd
My name is Tim. I am 11 years old and I am Ray Seddon’s grandson. One-day Pop asked me to plant the Richmond birdwing vines
in my garden so I gave it a try! Pop and I dug holes to put the vines
in. We planted 3 vines and Pop and I put string on the trees to help
the vine grow up the trees. The vines now have grown up the trees
and fences. I have not seen a bird wing butter fly yet but I know one
day I’m going to see one like I saw at Nan and Pop.
My Nan also helped me with the information about the bird wing
butterfly too. About a mouth ago Nan and Pop gave me a bird wing
chrysalis that had been cracked open. Pop said it has been eaten
by a special kind of wasp.
I’d really like to thank Nan and Pop for introducing the birdwing to
me.
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BUTTERFLIES IN A WOODFORD GARDEN
Diane Sattler
I have been living in the Woodford area for approximately 6 years. My
partner and I have several houses in different areas around Australia,
where we are always most relaxed when surrounded by bush. We felt
that Woodford was our home, so we stayed there and brought Jalla's
Cafe, which we have since sold. Since we bought a house which
backs onto natural bush and Monkeybong Creek.
I am in the process of creating a native garden and a butterfly garden
with native bee hives on the agenda for this year. I have also started
collecting scented geraniums and native orchids. Butterflies and bees
play a valuable role in our ecosystem and they tend to be forgotten.
There is nothing more delightful that to be visited by a butterfly when
out in the garden. I have had my first butterfly 'hatchings' of the Dainty
Swallowtail from my Finger Lime which was very exciting.
I have been involved in various 'environment / animal' groups over the
years when time permitted, and I believe we owe it to the next generation to protect and conserve all native species. If we leave things
to everyone else (who is everyone else?) nothing seems to be done!
Recommended Nurseries for Quality Birdwing Vines
Gary Einam, Proplant Nursery,
80 Robbs Road,
Morayfield, Qld 4506.
einam@westnet.com.au
Mob. 0429 342 259

Graeme Wilson
Moggill Creek Nursery
Gold Creek, Qld 4069
zzzgrw@bigpond.com
(07) 3374 1218

Brisbane City Agent for Proplant
Richard Bull
richard.bull@uqconnect.net
(07) 3378 0340
Ray Seddon
Graham McDonald
PO Box 317
12 Pharlap Ave
Beerwah, Qld 4519.
Mudgeeraba, Qld 4213
theseddons@westnet.com.au
graamcd14@bigpond.com
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REPORT FROM RICHMOND PARK, BEERWAH
Ray Seddon
Following a very busy and eventful 2008, the year ending with a visit
from students from the Beerwah Special School and Clifton Park
School from Toowoomba. Visits since the new year of 2009 are getting underway.
Ray and Kylie Walker as RBRN Coordinators along with Jan Kesby
from Mooloolah Water Watch and her team, have begun surveying
the Jowarra State Forest with good news that the existing vines found
so far are all healthy. Samples have been collected according to the
Queensland Herbarium guidelines and will be sent to them accordingly. This work is to be completed in the near future. Many people
have voiced concern about road works in the area and the destruction
of habitat but the upgrading of the Steve Irwin Way will not encroach
onto any parts of the significant Birdwing habitat.
At Mary Cairncross Scenic Reserve at Maleny, a competition was run
for the MCCSR Volunteers to see who would be first to see a pupa on
the vines at the Butterfly Display Area. This has been going on for a
few months now and we are pleased to say that Greg Ivey (Education
Officer) phoned with news that Bill and Anne Overton identified two
pupae and followed by providing photos. The news created great excitement and Bill and Anne will receive the ten free Vines.
On Wednesday the 7th we had eight CVA Volunteers visit to help
plant vines at the community centre (see figure opposite p. 15). There
were seven people from Korea and one from Germany. Kylie came to
represent our Volunteers who normally do this work.
I gave a short presentation on the RBRN and a potting up demonstration and they were away. What a great Team, good work, lots of
laughs and at the end 567 vines done. The Butterflies performed
beautifully for our visitors and they loved them and the cause of planting up the Vines for their recovery.
They were very intrigued with the wildlife here and a couple of times
we heard the odd squeal when a spider appeared. Kylie always came
to their rescue!
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Once we had finished potting the vines we took them up to Mary
Cairncross Scenic Reserve. The visitors viewed the Park with wonderment as in Korea they have only very small Parks.
It was so nice to have them view and share the beautiful Richmond
Birdwing Butterfly o its home territory.
Let us help to build a living memory in your garden
On the 22nd of January 2009, Ray Seddon and Kylie Walker gave
presentations at The Bush House at 126 Archer St, Woodford. Kylie spoke on - plant species to attract butterflies to your garden and
Ray concentrated on—attracting Richmond birdwing butterflies into
your garden.
The past 12 months has been a wonderful rich year at Richmond
Park for all butterflies but especially for the Richmond birdwing.
Beautiful healthy male and female birdwings have been flying constantly all through the warmer weather from the first emergence in
September. Every day we were able to at least 5 to 7 adults gracefully gliding around. There were good numbers of caterpillars to ensure further activity throughout the following season.
It is gratifying to hear of all the other sightings some in areas where
the birdwing butterfly has not been seen for a number of years.
I would like to encourage all RBRN Members to keep up the good
work. Vines planted in the ground will ensure many more butterflies will do the rounds for year to come!
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RBRN T-SHIRTS

ORDER FORM: PLEASE MARK SIZE REQUIRED AND
QUANTITY
$28.00 + $5.50 postage
(Post Order to: Pam Seddon, P.O. Box 317, Beerwah, Qld
4519 Ph: (07) 5494 0383)
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RBRN Corridor Coordinators *
Convenor Ray Seddon (Lower Sunshine Coast)
theseddons@westnet.com.au
Kylie Walker (Mid Sunshine Coast)
kyliewalker@comcen.com.au

Dale Borgelt (Brisbane W. Subs.)
daleborgelt@bigpond.com

Lois Hughes (Brisbane E. Subs.)
Ph. (07) 3206 6229

Jacqui Seal (Gold Coast)
jacquiseal@yahoo.com.au

Philip Moran (N. Sunshine Coast)
nrmanager@noosalandcare.org

Ruth Lechte (S-E. Sunshine Coast)
ruth.lechte@pacific.net.au

Vanessa Bugg (Mary River Catchment, S) Hugh Krenske (Main Divide)
admin@australianbutterflies.com.au
hkrenske@tellsystems.com.au
John Moss (Redlands)
Ph. (07) 3245 2997

Eva Ford (Mary River Catchment, N)
mrccceva@qld.wide.net.au

Richard Bull (Cubberla / Witton Creek)
richard.bull@uqconnect.com

Keith McCosh (Beaudesert Shire)
keith-mccosh@hotmail.com

Annette House (Eerwah Vale)
annie@flexinet.com.au

Gwen Malcolm (Glasshouse M’tns)
bobgwenm@bigpond.com

Joan Heavey (Tewantin)
joan.dennis@bigpond.com

Dianne Sattler (D’Aguilar Range, N)
mcc2@aapt.net.au

Victoria Cameron
(Caboolture / Bribie Island)
victroriazcameron@hotmail.com

Colin Bowman (Bauple)
mob. Ph. 0427 739 576

Kevin Nielsen (Cooloola Region)
cooloolanature@westnet.com.au

* Corridor Coordinators are members who represent the RBRN and its
members at local Richmond birdwing events and act as Network contacts
for the community in their areas. Coordinators will provide each year a
report on on-going habitat fragmentation and rehabilitation of corridors, as
well as record birdwing vines planted at Stations (public land) and Links
(private properties) in their areas. Wherever possible they assist members
with vine identifications, monitor vine survival, advise with the planting of
vines and forward new records of wild birdwing vines for mapping and
entry into the RBRN Birdwing Data Base.
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Annual General Meeting of the Richmond Birdwing
Recovery Network Inc. will be held from 11.00 am - 2.00 pm:

FRIDAY 26th June 2009

AT CSIRO LONG POCKET
LABORATORIES
120 MEIERS ROAD, INDOOROOPILLY
After election of Office Bearers the main business will be an
address by the retiring President

Don Sands
RICHMOND BIRDWING RECOVERY THE ‘NETWORK’ 4 YEARS ON
VISITORS ARE WELCOME
RSVP by 24 June 2009 (for catering): Dawn Muir ph. 3870 8076 or
email dawnmuir@optusnet.com.au
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